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Continucd from No. 28 
and if it was necessary rrard against fluct ! 
changes, would he not re 











Congress, where a change might be made every sessi Bet 
this Congress mugiit disiis a re Mare na ie 
sion the other half; and wi W Mmiy Whieh 
was desired?) Und instances, Was al} er to take 
such power trom the Legisiature { the Slates, v i v Wel 
as trustworthy and as honest, politically ei wrW h 
members of House? 

ut if they had the right to exercise tits power In part, and 
then stop, they would have the right to goa little further aad 
then stop, leaving the Sates to comiplete the work. And su 
pese they should pass a law districting half the States; could 
they stop there? Clearly they could not. Who was there that 
could leg‘timately, under the Constitution, contend for ich a 


thing as that?) There were maoy a:guments used in 
the district system; one used by the gentlenan from South Ca 
rolina, which was amplitied by soimie others, was, that the large 
States might combine and contro! the legislation of this House 

but this was true of the one system, whether district or general 
ticket, as the other. Under the stem, they 
had at least the State represented; which, Jer the district 
system, might notbe. Take the case of A um?, Which was 
opposed tothe measures of the Whig Gei 
alaw might be passed district 





rai A tiimistration 


ing that State, which might 





the effect of disfranchising (he majority of that Siate, of eight 
thousand or ten thousand voters. But it wassaid that th t 

eral ticket system would necessarily introduce the cancus sys 
tem; but, he asked, ifthe caucus or couvention system Was pet 


in use in all the States where there is any patiicular warmth of 
political feeling t 
eral ticket sy 41 With the district system 
Parties approximated to an equality, and political feeling ran 

igh, the caucus system wouid exist. It had been 


; and ithad wo more co xi with tk en 


Wherever 











} taf 
Congress had not the powe: ise Stafes ever 
a majority ofthe whole was re ‘ta member of Con 








gress, a pluraiity shall elect 











Z : buttheir Jegisla 
tion would not be complete if they merely ected the Srate 
how to act, or if any thing were lett fo State to do. Sup- 
pose, then, when Concress has ermined the apportionment 
of members to each State, and und r the general ticket system 
a State should send a member more than the number to 
which it was entitled; would it } In the power of Con 
gress to say which of th members shouid hor 

And suppose the Siate should lay off a dist mare ‘ 
she was entiied to; could Conga determine which of 
those members shoull go home? Ceitainly not; for they a 
came here under the same commission, au! the same “broad 


seal.”? Herce, then, the ine 
power to carry out the 

tempted to interfere. Put 
from one aie that knew: 
able him to district those St: 
districting even the Sct 
and in which they lived; b 
States couidact more uid: 
Jeaving it tothe States, T 
to some remarks waich had 





been made respecting the adoption 


of the general ticket system in Alabama; and ecouclud 


serving that he shou!d vote agatist ( propos t 


committee. He should vate agai i 
the chairman of the Committee of E 
the adoption of the amendmen 
find that the chairman of the co 
accept. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, obtained the floor, but 
to a motion that the committee ris’; Ww 
noes 69, was rejected. 

So the committee refused to tise. 


Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, looked upen ihis question, 
trivial as 1t Might appear in (he eyes Gf many members of the 
committee, as the most important that had beep sprung since 
he had been a member of Congress. [It involved the very im 
portant question, whether ihe General Governmentshould now 
commence the exercise of power whic! 
ated to it in the © sustitution, or, i at y 
orfifty years. It was which made the question an import- 
ant one; and he nad hoped that it could have been discussed 
and acted on without their hearing any cant about Democracy, 
or any thing else: he had hoped that it wouid have been di: 
cussed as an American question, without reference either to 
Whigs or Democrats, in a party sense. Tait he might be dis- 
tinctiy understood, he set it duwn, in the ou » asa clear and 
undeniable proposition, that Congress conld exercise no powers 
except those delegated by 
whatever powers might be delegated in the 4th section never 
were inten:led to be exercised, unjess it became indispensably 
necessary to the preservation of the Governinent itself, in con- 
se(juence of the States’ refusing or neglectiig to provide for the 
election of their Representatives erefore, if the power 
was to be found in the Constitution te district the States at all, 
it was necessary, before it could be exercised, thatthe state of 
things which it was given to remedy should arrive. But he 
went farther: he believed that all the powers given to Congress 
2a the 4th section of the Coustitution, even upon the happening 
of the event he had alluded to, did not include the power to lay 
off the Siates into districts. Ile was aware that he was taking 
grounds that much abler and more experienced men than him- 
self contended were untenable; but he firmly believed in the 
correctnesa of the opinions he had ‘ormed, and had heard no- 
thing yet that shook his confidence in them, 

The powers that Congress might exercise in relation to mem- 
bers of Congress in the ™tates, as given by the Constitution, re- 
ferred to three things, viz: the time, place, and manner of hold- 
ing the elections. Now he he'd that under a correct definition 








hich motion, by ayes 57 











not be dele- 
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the Constitution; and, further, that 

















of the words ‘‘time, place. and manner,” the power to lay off 
t 


the States into districts was not included. The gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Summers] made a strong argnment in favor of 
this power; and he puta strong case, and said that if Congress 
did not pusseas the power, the States themselves did not, be- 
cause the terms ‘“‘time, place, and manner,’ embraced all the 
authority under which they (the States) exercised it, Now the 
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ansW ) this was plait He averred that if the S:a'es had not 
the power independent of that clause in the Constiution, they 
had it not withit. He would ask gentlemen who contended for 
this power the part of Congress, this plain question: 8 
pose this clause of the Constitution had been omitted; suppose 
there had n nothing said about the “ume, place, and man- 
er’ of holding elec s; woud the States have the inhe 
rt wet y otf election isiricts {send 

here?) What power made this ¢ ituuior It wa 

tf the States, 1 ir sovereign capacity ass t 

He asked, then, 1f the people, thus assemb! ( v 

¥ powe hey did not possess before? Ife adit 

} pie, i v ion, might regulate the manner ol exercising 
ieir inherent powers; but it was absurd to suppose that by so 


meeting, they could confer on th 





seives any powers they did 
He would further admit, that if the terms 








“time, » and manner of holding elections,’ embraced within 
themnse sthe power to district the States, 1 we ven to Con- 





by this clause in the Constitution: but this he denied. He 


might delegate power that he possecced to another; but be could 
ate to himself power that ne did not possess He had 
hus a wered the gentleman. by s Wing that the States had 





he power; and it was, therefore, Uinecessary to delegate it to 


themselves; while, i/ they had it not, they could not get it in this 


common-sense Construction of the 
manner??? 7 ome did not compre- 
it meant When the peop 


did net mean such power, tor 


2 should 
ferred 






)) s id cou ogether; and manner re 
nvhing else but as to how the election should be held; 
which the sovereign people, tor the time being, 





helr power to their servants, aad not to how 


many ol i » should transfer their power, These terms coud 





























t therefore embr Sin ther the power to district Ii set 
lown, then, that Congress had no authority, under any state 
‘ to pa ws amendmen Ie knew that the framers 
e Cons n were patriots and sages, and men of good 
imon sense, and that whenever they intended to convey 
power they Knew wha’ kind of language it was proper to con 
veyitin. Tf the they had intended! to convey this power, 
they would hay fsuch plain, intelligible language, as cou'd 
nt be mistake A ventleman near lim said, that if they did 
not mean to give this rer ta Cory ss by the clause in ques 
what + yrnean? Mr. K. here gave in explanation 
his understanding ot the clause Afier sone furtherr arks 
from M KK 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that the commi 
tee rise: which motion prevailing, the committee rose aud re- 


noaite 
Mr. TRIPLETT. on leave given, offered the following resolu 
tion, which was adopted 
Resolved, tthe Secretary of State furnish to this House, 
in addition to the ir 











formation required to be furnished by the 
resolution of the 25th instant,an ab 


lations of the kin 


*t of the laws and regu 
1 of France on the ject of the Importa- 
tion of tobaceo into France, commonly called the regie 

Mr. PENDLETON, under the inst 
on Mili tires, moved the print 
! neer Department 








uctions of the Committee 


ing of a cOmmMunication 










adjourned 
IN SENATE 
Tuurepay, Apri! 28, 1842 
Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented a petition from William 
Peikins, praying remuneration tor certain horses lost by the 
depredations of the Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 
Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial fr 
her of Con 
the construc 











m the Boston Cham- 
erce, praying that such a principle be a lopted in 

nof a tariff °s shail protect American industry; 
which was referred to U iiaittee on Manufactures. 











hr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from the county of 
Jefferson, in the State of New York, praying for such an in- 
crease of the tariff on foreign importations as shall create a 
home market for American manuiacturees: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manulactures. 

Mr. S ITH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to which 
had been referred the petition of John A. Rockwell, praying 
confirmation of utle to a traet of land in the State of Illinois, re- 
ported a t for his relief, accompanied by a sperial report 
The bill was read, and ordered to asecond reading; and the re- 

rt ordere: to be printed. * 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from Jacob 
Gideon, of Washington Citv. propesing to sell to Congress 
certain sets of Jaws of the United Srates, such as were pub- 
lished under the sanction of the Senate; which was referred to 
the Comimitiee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported back to the Senate, without amendment, the bill author- 
izing the purchase, for the use of the United States, of the right 
tw use Babbi’santi-attrition metal. 

Nr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims. to which had 
been referred House bill for the reliet of James Tongue, John 
Scrivener, and the legal representatives of William Hodson, de- 
ceased, reported the same back withoutamendment, and with a 
recommensdation that it be indefinitely post noned 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, to which had 
been referred House bil! for the relief of Nathaniel Mitchel!, re- 

srtedthe same back without amendment 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial of certain citizens 
of Greene county, Ohio, in favorof a protective tariff which 
was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MOREHEAD remarked that some three reports had 
been returned from the Navy, Treasury, ard War Departments, 
in answer *) the resolution of his late colleague (Mr. Clay) on 
retrenchment. He moved, and it was agreed, that they should 
be referred to the Committee on Printing, to be printed 

Mr. MERRICK from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, made an adverse report on the claim of Johnson 
and Strader, for additional compensation for carrying the mail; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 
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Votume 11--:- 


THE DIFFICULTIES IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to take up his resolution, calling on 
tie President of the United States for infgymatiou of the state of 
facts touching the difficulties in Rhode Island. and on which he 
fonnded his letter to the Governor of that State. This resolu- 
tion was published in the Globe of yesterday 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the Senate would not take up 
the resolution. 

Mr. PRESTON demanded the yeas and} ays on the motion 
to take the resolution up; which were or'ered 

Mr. CALHOUN understoed that informaticn had been re- 
ceived by the Executive that there was some prospect of a 
pacific arrangementof the difficulties; and he could not there- 
fore vote fer the motion. 

Messrs. PRESTON and SPRAGUE also had such an under- 











standing 
Naipbg. 


ne 


r KING asked the Senator from South Carolina to state 
t was the nature of the information. 

PRESTON was understood to say that the information 
was, in general terms, that a pacific arrangement was about to 
be made, 

The question was then taken on the motion to take up the 
resolution; and it was disagreed to, on yeas and nays, by a vote 
of yeas 9, nays 28. 

i‘he Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the orders 
of the day; when the following engrossed bills were taken up, 
read the third time, and paseed, viz. 

The bill for the relief of Richard Higgins, jr.; 

The bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and Walter R. 
Johnson; 

‘Lhe bill forthe relief of Jubal B. Hancock; and 

The bill for the relief oi Thomas and Ralph Haskins. 

The b ll for the relief of the legal representatives of Nathan- 
iel Pryor, deceased, was taken up, and read the third time; 
stion being, Shall the bill pass? 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
<. subsequently said he preferred that the question on ifs 
should lie over for the present, and made that mouon; 
Which was acceded to. 


THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate preceeded to the con- 
sideration, ea In committee of the whole, of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 

nment for the year 1842, and the amendments of the Committ- 
tee on inance thereto. 

The first amendment pending was the proposition of the 
commit'ee to strike trom the bill the followisg, viz: 

Provided, That the job printing, stationery, and binding of 
eae of the Executive Department iall, until otherwise «i- 
rected by law, be furnished by contract, proposals for which 
stall regularly be advertised in the public prints. The classes, 
character, and description of the printing being specified in 
each advertisement, as far as that can be done; and it being 
made a condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically stated 
in the advertisement, that the work shall be donein the city of 
Washington; and the contract shall in each case, so far as the 
proposals and acceptance shall enable the contract to be made, 
be civen to the lowest bidder whose hid shall be accompanied 
with proper testimonials of the ability of the bidder to fulfil his 
contract: And provided also, That no part of the sums appro 
priated for the contingent expenses of the several Executive 
Departmen's shall be applied to any other than the ordinary 
expenditures of said departments, nor as extra allowance to any 
clerk, messenger, or other attendant of the said departments, 


or evber of them; nor as paymentor compensation to any clerk, 



















messenger, or other attendant in said depariments, or either of- 
tein, unless the employment of such clerk, messenger, or at 
ten@ant, be authorized by law. 


Mr. KING said he could not see the propriety of striking eut 
this proviso; if he understood the matter at all, the existing 
law required that proposa!s for printing should be adveitised 
for. It was right and proper that this course for executing the 
printing of the departments should be adopted, inasmuch as 
it would thereby be done at a much cheaper rate. 


Mr. EVANS considered thatthe Senator from Alabama was 
under a misapprehension with regard to the existing law re- 
quiring proposals. One reason for striking out this proviso 
was, thai it was not conformable to any existing law. Some 
years ago, he believed, an apyropriation bill contained a pro- 
vision of this sort, which had its operation during that year; 
but, the experiment being found unsatisfactory, it was never 
afterwards resorted to. The printing under that arrangement 
was very badly done, and Congress did not see fit to continue it. 
The committee deem it improper, and prepose that the proviso 
shall be stricken out. Ie believed the whole cost of printing in 
the State Department, independently of the publishing of the 
laws, would not amount to more than $800: and there Was no 
ereatdanger that the money would be misapplied. When propo- 
sals were allowed, it was found that they were invariably putin 
ata low rate, by persons who were incapab'e of doing the work. 
Somebody else had, at last, to be called in to dothe work, and 
it cost more than it would otherwise have done. As tothe sec- 
ond proviso, it would prevent the employment of additional 
clerks, whose services were rendered necessary by the calling 
upon the departments for information, as Congress was per- 
petually dome. 

Mr. KING had no objection that the vote should be taken 
separately upon the two provisoes, The explanation of the 
honorable Senator certainly placed the matter in a different 
ight in his mind. He had been under the impression that the 
liw requiring proposals was a permanent one. 

Mr. EVANS remarked, that a bill would be shortly reported 
tothe Senate to regulate the printing hereafter in a different 
manner, and it would be much better to await the passage of 
that bill; and, in the mean time, allow the work to be done in 
the usual way. 

Mr. KING replied that he considered it very uncertain that 
such a bill would become alaw. He referred to the Senator 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Woopevry,] who, in the discharge 
of his official duties, as head of the treasury Department, had 
acted upon the supposition that the law he hed referred to 
was a permanent one. If it was not considered a permanent 














Pe Pane ye 


“> 











& 
ol 





a as 





FAS 
gage PN 


ee 


450 





law, the greater war the propriety that the provision should re- 
main in the bill, and thus lessen the expenses of printing 
Mr. WOODBURY said 




















he provision in the appropriation 
bill of 1839 went to limitthe discretion of the officers of the va- 
rious departments, 60 a8 to compel them tocet tie printing 
cone ov the lowest terms, instead of allowing thein to have 
where they pleased, and directed tint they should 
for propesais, and contract for the Wol with 
bidder The law he ought w ype » the con 
either that it was intended to be perinanent or tem 
j In consequence of that provision of 1539, however 
Bev f the departments advertised for bids executing the 
yr for two years, not considering it an anual or tem- 
porary provision, but a permanent one, He had understood 
thatsome of the departments under the present Administratlo 
had ado, ted the construction given to that | Vision under the 
late Adininisuation, and authorized new contracts under it; and 
that others had construed it as a temporary a¢ had aban 
yied the contract system under it. So faras |its ¢ rience 
fits of IL was Concerned, he stated that he liad been 
n to report what had been the cflect of its operations 
getting reports [rom the heads of burea fa com 
parison ef the expenses of the two modes, he reporte »Con 
eress that, by the contract system, under a prov n similar to 
twenty per cent. to the Governmes 
Mr. EVANS «id not wish 0 provract th ct 1 On that 
point; but he sull retained his opinic He had ‘ he ve 
porcol the Senator from New Hauiy it i atthe s 
port of the Secretary of State, made at the sau nie, Wa t 
the law was worthless, a had no beneficial « Some con 
tracted to do portions of the woik at a Wel te than ww wi 
done for before; and for her portions of the Govern 
ment had to pay a higher rate. Upon the wh it the mode 
was vexatious, an rf ) practical benet 
Mr. MANGUM sand that, upon an examination of the bill of 
1539, he was not a surprised that the law h been acted 
par le Sena rom New Hampshire as a perma t 
vite present proviso, it Would be seen, 1 duces 
saine thing in different language; it co not admit of misap- 
prehension, Ife asked the yeas and nays the ' 
which wer rdered : 
Mr. WOODUURY here read the enactment of t 4} HT 
ation b of 1539, in reference to the i" res i 
public departments, in which it was provided that i ruil be 
us execu ed I i ¢ he rWise ai ed y vv ihe wort 
“anul otherwise directed by law,” are, in his opinion, ; 
! » preciude the inference that it was intended to 
rary 
Phe question was then taken by yeas and nays iking out 
the proviso relative to the printing ik Was negauved by 
yeas 9, nays 28, as follows 
YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Choa Eva Merrick, 


Phelps, P 





reston, Rives, and Ta 





madge—9 “ 








NAYS— Mesars. Alle fugby, Barrow, Benton, 
Valhoun, Clayton, ¢ fen. Cutht . Fulton, 
Graham, !' ton, MeRot Manzum, 
Morehead vier, Smith of C cucu Su f Indiana, 


Sprague, Sturge 
Wright—2 
The 





ury, and 


jVestion Now recrring on t te md pro 

visoa ve quoted 
Mr. MANGUM said, in reference to the sec proviso h 
c Id not see ! ! 






OW the 
Jin amann 


DUSsINess epartmentscoul econ 











iu atall compatible with eflici inless they 
were permitter ut sto crease their fo ccasion 
may require 

Mr. HUNTINGTON expressed the belief that they w ! 
find it difficult to be furnished with inform tion, for which « 
t 


nual applicauons were made to the departments, unless th 


proviso were rejected, 

Mr. VOODBUN said he thought the st clause of ihe 
econd proviso, after (he word * thet si ri ou 
fhe remainder of the proviso was prope {mizt allowed 
to stand. 

The question now being on striking out tie second branch of 


the proviso, from 
that part. 
The second amendment was read, 


line 96 to line 94, it was agreed to strike gut 





Page 5, in 
sert, after line 94, ‘for amount due, i: former appro- 
priations, for compiling, printing, a Becntal Regis 





ter, sixteen hundred and forty-five dollars a 

Mr. EVANS explained that this was a1 
to pay for reprinung the Regist iter int 
the first print had been corrected 

Mr. WRIGHT asked if he understood the sx or tt 
estimate for the first printing was $1,00 I ‘ was the 
second printing so much tnore expens 

Mr. EVANS answered that there ni 
litional printing. 

Mr. WOODBURY 
ior, 

Mr. EVANS was notable to answer the 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought 

imate. He believed the 
$1,800 


inquired if the printing had been adver 


ised 





there wa- am 


‘ 


estimate for the lirs rinting was 





Mr. \VRIGHT said that was lis own impression. He thought 
he usual estimate ‘vas from $1,500 to $1,500; but did not know 
whether, by adverusing, competition might not have ugh 
dowa the cantract to $1,000 

Mr. WOODBURY thought it would be wei! to pass that mat- 


ter over ull 
was ceit 


there was tune to make inquiry i 
ly desirable ty ascertain whether the cor 
made after adverusement 

Mr. EVANS considered the facts indisputable that the 
was done, and 


ito the 


facts. It 
itract was 





WOrk 
} ; and the amount being wit 
in the Customary estimates, and but small, it was not necessary 
to delay for any result the inquiry was likely to lead to : 
The amendment was then adopted, with an understanding 
that inquiry should be made 


Senate. 


necessary to be do: 





before the bill was reported back 





> next amendment, to strike out ‘fi and insert ‘ 
251, page ll, was agreed to; making a difference of $10, 
in the sum for the repairs of the long bridge 
rhe next was page 15, line 329, to strike out ‘two’ and in. 


sert “ten,” making an increase of $8,000 for compensation of 


workmen in the New Orleans branch mint. 

This, also, was agreed to 

The next was, saine page, line 334, after “thousand,” to in- 
sert “six hundred;” adding so much for iron rods in the New 
Orleans branch mint. . 














CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


This was also agreed to. 
The next was, In same pace, line J4Ik. to 
“furniture,” 


the expenses of the 


trike out the word 


eo that no paitof the appropriation of $20,000 for 
} 


Terri- 


nbiy of 





Wiice 
\* 


isconsha 


ative Ase: 











rv +t plied to the purchase ef furniture, 
Mr erved that hitherto gicat Waesielulpess had 
ceurred in the loose mane mal Peropriavions ferthe 
Territories. Every vearithis esiin ot $3.00 r furp 
can Ip, Was sancuoned by Cor Was afie 
herwise appite I { I e practi f 
mding ru wi t win t v ch W In 
rsed by order of the Leg! Assembly, wi t 
control of the Treasury Dey ! ( I | Pop riat 
lis $3,000 worth of furniture 4 een made ar alter 
yeth ) vice had the money been so applied; buts 
feneral sum appropriats Was away pent, and too Often 
irrearazes incurred. lie was oj to sancnion appropria- 
tions In One name, to bea t I whole sum 




















called for was nece j I Government ol Wisconsin, let 
it be appropriated for that pur 
The amendiient Was adopter 
Phe next was, same page, line 549, after “twenty” to insert 
mez” and after “thousa Insert “eight hundred and eigh- 
ty seven,.”’ being to add S$! &S7 tat 1.000 for compensation, 
i | e and other expr ses Ol Ul l isia e Council of Wis 
’ Ti reivory 
Mr. EVANS explained the ne ty for this increase 
Mr CRITTENDEN w opposed tol He considered it 
quite t necessary and ¢ ! ' He it t 1 Tea 
why the Gover VW ld cect one ur 
ver the S20.000 pa whe G ' 1 any 
Stat id not t Bia ‘ y ing like tha 
in 
Mr. MANGUM concurred with Ss. nator from Kentucky 
Ile insisted on the prouriety of striking out tre every general 
appropriation bill all extra warcesorarrearages. The prop- 
1 t ! t reughtupa 
St G4 riv inad outto 
Y i uld be no dou 
| i for paving 
t Legislatuies of 
estopped 
A w! Periito- 
exyn (eneral 
vati © e exira 
wa Isp gU as lar as 
t } yer ! s were mace 
I iwreed with the Senator 
UM it \ bea 
i t t e estimates this 
year were leit u ml it We ' vear, 
Mr. SEVIER asked for the 4 i ! ! the Legisla 
tive Assembly fer err 
Mr. EVANS believed W iH consisted of twenty 
ix members and the upper of thirtes imited to $3 a day com- 
pee ation 
Mr. SEVIER observe hat he had see eatimates that the 
expense of the Legislative A hely Was 0,000 low could 
fh re, few to pay 
vir. IS explained chat the greater part of thatamount 
is fur printing and other expenses bes! he} y of the men 
be 


“ic CALHOUN considered the whole | 











ei of men meking appropriations, and 

Mr. EVANS thought there were many abuses, and that th 
Treasury Department should inves igate the accounts of the 
Teritories, uid disallow every ite: i t allowed by t yeanic 
iw 

Mr. HUNTINGTON mentioned the estimates 1839 and 
1340, and said he saw no reason for exceeding the appropriauon 
made inthe Hou ill. He thought the best way would be tu 
make the appropriations spec fic, to agree with the estimates, 


Mr. WOODBURY hoped the chairman would waive his mo- 
ppropriation stand the same as that of pre- 
The only cure for the evil complained of was 

that oft limiting each dem { to the estiinate 
egislauon. 
Pie amendment was then 1 
The next was page 16—to strike 
dollars,’ viz 

“And for the arrearag of 
sembly of the Terri 
years, thirteent 


tion, and let thea 
vious yeirs. 


,or by specific 





lire 6, ifter 


Z expenses for the Legislative As- 
ry of lowa 7 the present and previous 
i 
1 


four hundiedand twenty-one dollars: 





Provided, Thatno part of thi ropriation shall be used for 
the payment of the members of tie said Legislative Assembly 
for per diem wees. mileage, or ext vt , or for stationery 
for their indiviaual use.” 





Mr EVANS explained that it was the opinion of the com 
mittee that all the Terri 
fuo'ing, leaving specific claims for 

The amendment was < | 

The next amen ment was to strike from page 22 of the bill 
the sum of $375,000 for defraying the expenses of the Judiciary, 
and to insert $475,000; thus increasing the appropriation 
$100,000, tor expenses consequent on the enactment of the bank- 
ruptiaw 
Mr. EVANS observed that mimittee felt satisfied that 
not less than $475,000 would suffice jor > the Judicial 
of the great in- 
of business from 





e placed on the same 
pecific legisiavion. 


the 





carry 
Department through this year, in consequence 
rease of expense occasioned by the increase 
the operation of the bankrupt jaw. 
r. CRITTENDEN was surprised to hear this reason as- 
signed for such an alarming increase to the enditure of the 
Judicial Department. He could not see how the operation of 
bankrupt law could authorize any increase of expense to 
this Goverar . The salaries of the judges were not to be 
increased. The other officers would be compensated 
creased fees from increased business What, 
to justify an additional expense of $100 000? 
Mr. SEVIER had teceived acommnu 


nnd he 














by in- 
then, was there 


from Arkansas, 
He understood 
a day each, and 
the year. 7 
the district courts were 
1 by the operation of the bankrupt law 
iount of additional business, and it was 
therefore necessary to compensate them for the additional la- 
bor, or to pay the clerks they were obliged to employ to dis- 
charge that business. 


ication 
some of the Increase 


\ . ' f 
ks were getting 


could account for 





the district attorneys and 
hat it Was to continue lor every day in 
Mr. EVANS eupposed the officers « 
necessarily called u; 
to perform a large a 





a 


| 
| 




















Mr. CRITTENDEN could net see why the Treasury of the 
United Stater Le burdened with this increaeed expense, 
as the fees of would be increased with the business, and 
furnish ample compensation. 

dir EVANS jtutther exp 





should 


office 


iined, that the expenses were in- 


curred under the supervicion of the courts, andadditional clerks 
had tobeemploved. He undersiood that more thar half the 
amiount of this large appropriation of three or four hundred 

ars Was =j]'t 1) juries, in Consequence Of the vast 
piere ine inthe Federal courts, 


Mr. HUNTINGTON asked if any thine additional was to be 
paid to the judges, as he rstuod the Senator from Arkansas 
¢ additional for the judges. 
dio the additional pay 





yat ys. Clerks, marsbais, &e, 

Mr. KING observed that this was an exemplification of the 
beautiful aystem of t bankrupt law enforced upon the coun- 
ry It wasright that the expense of this system should be 


knowi he would theretore propose that the appl priation be 
| tt tine le-—one showing that the appropri- 


se AL 














ation of S100,000) w for the expenecs of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. WOODBURY wed the anual increase of the expen- 
dijures for the judicial department for years past, and even in 
he present «stimate, independent of the $100 000 for the ex- 
penses of bankrup? iaw, notwithstanding Mr. Clay’s famous 
I iii f retronchia in tt icular. The only way to 
prevent i el ongressto limit the sum 
haa iil be expended. Itscemed to be agreed on all hands 
ha met é his head was loudly called for; 
but wheu ion was d led, 1 appeared to be always out of 
eason—elther too hot or too cold—as if the time for retrench- 
ment never wasto be arrived at. 





rther explanation, to show how 


inevitable, and occasioned by the 





EVANS went into f 
) re Ss welt 





ese OXPc Nise 





r expenses of the ce 














Mr. CRITTENDEN would be ed to the gentleman, if 
he had the tems of this estimate for $100,000 on account of 
the bankrupt taw, to state tl 

Mr. EVANS was not prepared to furnish items; he did not 
believe there were any. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was entirely opposed to this assumption 

{ the expenses of the bank tlaw. ‘Lhat law made no such 
} v the pay f clerks and cficers as $5 a day. 
He utterly repudiated the idea that either the clerk or attorney 
of any district court could t ave any clatin for exira allowance. 
He would rej ul, that tk crease of business would being an 
increase of { , and, conse ntly, an ample Compensation, 
if such appropri 8 are on . and persisted in, against 











all remonstrance, u nust remain in a hopeless state, 
and tt oan Jatel i i would seon be exhausted. If, 
und pera bankrupt iaw, any officer is entitled 
' } { j y. it must be the judge; for 
he t parti i e increase ef fees fiom increased 





business. 


{he ques'ion was thes put, and the amendment was rejected. 
The next amendment propesed was to strike out, from the 

y second page of the bull, the following: “Provided, how- 

ever, That the district attorney of the seuthern district of 


listrict 


and circuit courts of 
ifier, retain of their fees 


rk of the 


sald district hall not, at any time here 








wid emoluments, any yy amount Whatsoever, under pre- 
ter { compensaticn to their deputies; nor shall they, or either 
of them, retain, under any pretence whatsoever, more than the 
f ng sumeof their tes a 1oluments, including the 
fees and emolume e clerk er the actentitled ‘An act 
r¢ ibhi a I n sysiem of bankruptcy throughout the 


t nineteenth, eighteen hundred and 
ct attorney nay retain six thousand dollars 
.and said clerk may retain four thousand 





sper year for himself,and also such office 

xpenses as may be allowed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
t to exceed, as to either of sald offices in said district, the sum 
of three thousand dollar r year, and shall pay the residue of 


their tees and 


and said d 


emoluments into the Treasury of the United 


States: tid disiric attorney, Clerk, and marshal. shall ien- 
der to the & ary of the Treasury, under their oaths, in such 
fo 3 he | prescribe, a semi-anrual account of all fees 
ai rm oluments received orearr od by ‘hem, or either of them; 


and the allowance for compensation to the deputies of sard 
inarshal shall hereafter be made by the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, instead of said court, who shall require a statement, under 
oath, from said marshal, that such sums, so claimed to be al- 
owed for said deputies, have actually and in good faith been 
paid to them.” 

Mr. EVANS stated that this appropriation did not differ from 
that of last with the exception of the limitation ot 
$3,000 for assistants. He thought it was purely a question 
whether that sum would be sufficient to meet the increased ex- 
penses consequent upon such an augmentation of business as 
must take place in a court like that of the southern district of 
New York. The district attorney states that, with every effort 
to economize, the extra expenses last year were $5,000, and could 
not this year be brought !ower than $4,000; so that, limiting the 
sum to $3.0 0 would be subjecting him toa loss of $1.0u0 vut 
of his owns y of 36,000. Heis obliged to employ nine as- 





8€ss! Oo! 





Mr. KiNG observed that the great abuse was, that the most 
ormous charges for services not performed had been certified 
the judges, and thousands of dollars 
were pail away, involving in the aggregate a vast amourt. 
Surely this showed the cossity of making the limitation. 
The Senator fears that no competent person would undertake 








thus thousands on 








the duties of the office for $5,000 instead of $6,000. He ven- 
tured to say that a thousand competent individuals would be 


found ready and willing ‘o take it at $4,000 instead of $5,000. 
Mr. EVANS observed that the misiake was In supposing 
that the expense fel] on the Governiment. This was not so. 
F received and collected by the dis- 


The fund arose o 
trict attorney and his clerk for their labors;and the Govern- 


tof fees 





ment paid no more than its share of fees, according to the suits 
inwhich it waseng»ged. The requisition was, that the attor- 


ney and clerksshonld pay over to the Government all excess 
of their fees above a limited amount. He denied that there 
was any extravagant expenditures certified by the judges. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, in his opinion, there was no branch 
of the public expenditures which required correction s0 much 
as thatofthe judiciary. It had risen rapid!y from year to year, 
until it had reached the amount of nearly halfa million; and it 
was now proposed to increase it by the addition of $100,000. 
He, (Mr. BucHANAN,) from peculiar circumstances, had reason 











to know that there were abuses prevailing in this branch of 
71 
















































expeicilure, z £ from the mMovtein which the accounts are 
audited. The Secretary of the Treasury, as they had been 1 
formed by the Senator, was not the peisun fiom wiiom ¢t 
estimates came ; they came from the marshals of the dif 
districts—ithe very men v receive 1 
how were the accounts se y the 

ment; not by any pre 10 Was i ibie forthe ; per; 
formance of y W yd thei 
offices during Viol, and who \ in a 
Way respons A circumsta had ¢ ! \ ‘ 
ledge, wi ! im 10 j Auditor of the Trea 
sury ha { matters ¢ this kl ha 

and over é { wal f ¢ gai ms 
which had : : » the marshais | ys 
And what was the consequence! The hal, having the um 
ney lo his own hinds, paid himee!f. J ibeug * United 
Siates might bring its action to recove kK the money, that 
action must be tried vefore the judge, Who certified the amount; 
and in every case thet: iMvates had been, and would be, obli- 
ged ivallow the mouey lo be retained. ‘Tlis was the state of the 
case, The Audiior of the Treasury, whose duty i prop rly wa 
audit and examine these accoun had been ved tu yleld, 
and to pass these accounts, though he did not believe they wer 
sanclicned by law. He (Mr. BuGHaNnan) Wasincii there 
fore, to believe thatthe pProvislou HOW Lucier ¢ Ider } i 
reciting the accountsto be referrvedto the head ¢ ie Treasury 
Depar ment, justead of ine ju Wa ivery s } one 
He (Mr. BUCHANAN) entertained a high respe i juice 
oi the Supreme Court, but they we not th roper officers tor 
the audiuag of these acconu Pbey were necessarily under 
the influence of Kindly leelings, and it we ane \ 
unpleasant duty lor tie Judge to reject a “Ou tin 

his clerk or the marshal of hi istil ile w fhe extremely 
unwilling to reject or lo reduce tis amoun Phe proper pei 

tu have the in Bpecuoi Ol these GeMaNnds Wou be the Secre 

ot the Treasury ; and they would then have a uniforn 
throughout the whole Usior Tiere would be rm and 
settled rule; a: vd if that rule should prove in¢ i Lop 
er, they wor uld at sthave au officer who would | naibl 
to therm forit; but astor the judges of suj e ¢ r hey 
were In no desree resp isible. ‘Dhe tiemsel ve he had 





reason to Know, had ber it \ t ed 
they had become « ible of the enorn 1 isc In the 
amountof these deniuds, i ha Wet i lo} 9 
rules for the purpose of diniiaishing them, a {keep hem 
within proper and safe diaits. Me theretore 
proviso which Preierire 1 these matters to 
ment, and relleved the judges from 1, wo 
the country as it would i Isfactory to tl ides then ves, 
Mr. PRESTON can + a ) t tt 
judges are engaged la trail i ¢ 
was agood | nn fur Congress 1 oO} i i 
declamation, wiih regaid to reducins e ¢ 
dicial department, is 1 ipplicable to the 
Isan exception froin foe general ral 
of thecountry. In consequence vf 
of the duty at New York, an ex lon ! 
how far Congress shall putits hands i lie pockets 
trictattorney, and take 
Was Only on th comin Wi of this A tnistyaulon. a i 
incumbent of the offi a} luted by at, th 
heard of this retrencliment; and them 
now to be applied to hin Forme 
to poc 


























from tweuty tu Uility nisand 2 jor the 
duty the present incumbent is caited 
thousand, that ¢ 
lerence. 


Mr. BATES calculated that the eth ft ir 


this proviso would 





i¢ United States may rea ene 


be to destroy all the emoluments of the attorney and clerk. IT 

protested against this special and penai mode of legislator 
Mr. WRIGHT said he desired to direct attention ¢ 

Senate, for a very few mou ts, to tl s sta of th ac 





that they miglit see precise!) 
beameaded. Ia theappropriation bill of last year, Congr 
had thought proper to make a limite 
sites of the diffe 





ion mn the fees and perqui 
tofhicers ef the court 











district—a iimitta 
uion precisely similar to that proposed U ide by this bill 
ai least 30 far as ihey lerstuod the matter it ed o 
that they did not corres y understand w e abou 
In the course of thelr ecuun upon the ion Wa 


made by the Senator from Misstssipja, tha 1arshel of that 
district, and the inai : 
ercise the duties of their ¢ 











proposed ; and, therefore, (he words ‘exclu ‘ 
able compensauion tu the deputy’? were 1 

In the southern district ot New York, the district attorney ha 
been allowed $5.000, his deputy $3,000, and $3.000 for th z 
penses of his office—making $3,000 more Conzress cc 
lated; and the same tudividual was, in fact, he clerk of 





Jistrict Court aud clerk of the Cireuit Court. Vet, in 
to the judge of that circuit, he would say that he enter 
a very high respect for him, as a man of the most unques 
uuoned purity and uprightness. He would say, however, 
out designing to imput e wrong intentions any where, 
practice which had been pursued was unfortnnate. He 
perfectly sure that there could be ne I 





1 procur 
a competent person to discharge the flice fora 
net compensation to himself of $ ibe $1500 
more than the salary of the maj ol \ id he 
lieved the personal labor required from the district attorney 
was much less than that which the mayor was foreed to be- 


stow 1 his official capacity. It was also 3500 more tl 
salary of the Governor of the State; yet he (Mr 





. Waigu7?) di 








not complain of its being tou much. ~ 

As tothe district clerk, the office was riot me: and 
here he would correct the statement of the Senator from Soutt 
Carolina, that the Attorney General of the United States ba 
left his office for the purpose of accepung that of distriet a 
torney for the southern district of the Sat {f New Y 
The senator woul! remember t er resi a year 
before he accepted his new appo ihout anv ¢ peta 
tion of taking office, but with the fix eott wit 
his private practic The misfortuves and embarrassment 


the country had rendered that Office profitable to him. Ie was 


desirable to have a man wh»? was worthy of the imy 
and for thisreason he (Mr. Wricut)—entertaining feeliy 
high personal regar d tow = sthat gentleman 
acceptance of the office. He (Mr. Wricur) felt very litte inter 
eet in the matter, turther mae he believed 
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nd the same might 
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Th ere mi zhi be some 





time as thie 
What it was thal Was proposed to r the expenses of office? 


he country —_ it 

















from South Carolina 
imagines, } 
gestevidence great abuse 
be prevent- 


mines » Treasury 











MANGUM 





Supre me Court jadopte d 








aries to be pe 








[b.C00 was ample 
such an officer. 

ssional talent and 
er Which the responsibilitic han officer 


| 


t 2, nays le: 
tmendment was adopted.= 


‘nt proposed was to strike from page 


iti eto f New ‘York 





g tothe offi 


New York, viz: 


tant trust, 
ms ol “And pro sob fr 
r of said offi 
fees for services re 
now are, or hereafter may be 
State of New York to | 


‘ it shall not be law- 
ul urged his lemat id and 





‘tively, than 
t would be apparent 


; »wed by y the 
to all, that as an act of simple justice, if the proviso were re- 


and counsel, 
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et tt 





sheriffs, in th supreme court of said State, in which like ser- 
vices are rendered.”’ 
The question was put, and the above was stricken eut with- 
outa count, ee ; 
The next amendment proposed was to strike from the twen- 
ty-third page of the bill the following pro¥!sion re lating to the 
application of the money appre )priated to the southern district 
vurtot New York, viz ' 
“That no part of this appropriation shall be applied to the 
paymentof expenses incurred by printing the records of any 
causes, except those whereim the United Siates iva party and 





’ 





t for costs 
Mr. ARCIT: R asked the chairman ef the committee for su 
lanation of this amenement 

“Mr. EVANS explained that the printing of documents for the 
court had greatly facilitated the business. The expense Was 
trifling. andattended with beneficia! results. 

The amendment was é rreed towitthout a count. 

Ir. WHITE moved that the Senate proceed to the cor ider 

vion of executive business; which was agreed tc; and, alle 

yme Uime spent In executhve session, 

Chie Senate ad ourned 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuurspay, April 28, 1&4 
NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE INVESTIGATION 
“ANLY, from the Committee on Public Expea hil 
asked leave atthis time to make are} 

No objection beng mad 

Mr. STANLY, from the said commit E f 1 the fol 
lowing report 
‘The Committee on Public Expenditures res{ 
the House a report made by the Hon. George iulidexer 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury. Mr. Poincex ter was or uf the 
commissioners appointed by ihe President, on the L0th of 
S11, to examine Inte the affairs of the Custom-house in Ue cily 
of New York. 

The committee, being apprized that the expend litures at the 
custom-house m the city of New York had increased very 
treatly for several years past, felt bom ¢ to become acquaint- 
ed with the nature and character of th se expenditures, that 

1€ Z silty might be exposed and punished, and like abuses 
the time allowed to the 
not sufficient to enable 





uf 
I 


\ =] 














corrected for the future. As, however 
committee for such an investigation was 
them to attempt the investigation with any pt obability of suc- 
cers, unless they had abandoned the sittings of te Wouse; and 
they had been informed of the nature of the duties of the 
commissio ners, they concluded it would be more satisiaclory 10 
» House to wait the reportof the commissioners. On the Oth 
ef February last, the House of Represent tives a loptod a 
resolution reported trom the Committee on Public Ix pendt- 
tures, requesting the Secretary of the Treasury to send a c op y 
ott e; ort of the commissioners. Neo answer fo t lus 
ui ames yet been received. Some days stice, the minttee 
called on the Secretary of the Treasury, to know when they 
wou) receive an ar swer to the resolution referred to, and 
whether the report, made since the date of that revo] ution, 
would be sent. Some days elapsed, and no answer came. 
Another leler Was addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and to this, after waiting another cay, the comimitice received no 
auswer. 

The committee, knowing the general desire to be made ac- 
quainted with the p Yoceedines of the commissioners, al d be- 
ieving that it was due, not only to the House of Representatives, 
butto the American peeple . that abuses should be exposed; 
and feeling anxions that measures might be taken during the 
present session to prevent the recurrence of the degrading 
enormities practised at the custom-house, determined to call on 
Mr. Poindex'er, one of the commissioners, and to subasnit the 
result of his labors to the consideration of the House 

This report is herewith submitied. The committee earnestly 
and respectfully invite the attention of the Hou-e to its details. 
It is beheved that the wickedness of public officers here ex- 
posed is unparalleled in the history of any civilized Goveru- 
ment; and public interest—the interest of the ljure } and un- 
justly oppressed citizens—and, above all, public honor, impe 
riot ely demand a remedy at the hands of the Represettatives of 
the people. 

‘the report was laid on the table, and ordered te be printed. 

Mr. STANLY said he mtended to move the printing of the 
aaire number of extra copies as had been printed of the Bwar 
wout report—five thousand with the accompanying documents 
he believed, and twenty thousaid without. 

Mr. WELLER objected 

The SPEAKER said the notion would be entered on the 
journal. 

Mr. STANLY said that wasall he desired at this time 

The motion was entered accordingly 


APPORTIONMENT BILL 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following rezoiution 

Resolved, That on Friday next, at 12 oc lock, al} debate in 
the Committee cf the Whole on the state of the Union, on House 
bill No. 73, “for the apportionment of Rey resentatives among 
the several States, according to the sixth census,” shall cease; 
and the committee sha!l proceed to vote on the amendments 
that may be then pending, or that shall be offered to satd bill, 
and then report the same to the House, with such amendment 
as may have heen agreed to by the committee, povided said bill 
is notsoouer reported to the House. 

Mr. CUSILING inquired of the gentleman from Vermont{ Mr. 
Everetr] whether his idea was that this resuluuen should m 
terfere with private business to-morrow? 

Mr. EVERETT. 1 presume it will. To-morrow is 5 
bill day, but it is also the day on which bills are deb es 

Mr. CUSHING said he was unwilling to interfere with pri- 
vate bills. He suggested that Monday should be aenianek ten 
to morrow, 

Mr. ADAMS (very imperfectly heard) was understood by the 
reporter to suggest that there was another reason why the res 
olution shonld be modified. There was an ainendment now 
inder consideration, the discussion of which, to all appear- 
ances, would not be terminated to ¢ lay. The gentleman from 
Vermont {[Mr. Everett] had also signified his mtention (o offer 
an amendment of an extremely complicated nature ; and, if the 
committee were to have only till tuemorrow morning for debate, 
there would be very little time left for discussion on the latter, 
even on the supposition that the question on the pending 
amendment should be taken to-day. 

Mr. EVERETT modified his resolution by inserting Monda 
instead of Friday. 
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Mr. COWEN madea suggestion which the reporter could not 
hear. ° 
Mr. EVERLTY fisally modified his resolution so as to 
read “ Monday, at two kK.” And he moved the previous 
guestior 
~ Mr. McCLELLAN, of New 
be laid o 

Mr EVERETT asked the yeas and hays ; which were or 
dered 





My. E. also moved that there be a call of the House; which 
Was reiused 
And the qu mon the mouion to lay the resolution on the 





tabic wa “ad ia the affirmative, as follow 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landatf W. Andrews, Arnold, Ar- 











rig Athies s0u. Bowne, Boyd. Brewster, Charles 
Bro Win. Butler, 1. O. Baler, G. W. Caldwell, Patrick 
Cc. Caldwe Jhos J, Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Cliffor 
Clinton, Co » Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cioss, Richard D 
Davis, Dea Kasiman, Lebert, Charles A. Floyd, Furnance, 
Gerry, Go Patrick G. G le, Habersham, Halse 1. Joh 
Hastings, Ifo lio il ) abana. Master, Chant 8 
1. bogersvll, Ja Cave Jot John W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert Mc ae mae 


Kay, Marchaud, Atired Marsha John T. Mason, 
Mediil, Miller, Mirch Partridge, Payne, Reding 
Rig : 





Mathew 
Reyno! Is, 
unders, Slade, 





Koger KK f ae Truman Smith, 
Su > Richard W, Thompson, Turney, 
Van Buren, War ' ro James W. Williams, C. H. 





NAYS-—Me Allen, Babcock, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 


Boardms B B 1, 8. WH. Butier, Casey, J. Cooper, 
Cranston, C1 ( ing, G. Davis, Deberry, Everett, Fi 

mare, A. I.. | er, G e, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, 
Hudson, J bo. 2 i Jimes, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 


Linn, Tiomas F M t amson Masun, Mattocks, Meri- 


wether, Moore, Morzan, Morris, Osborne, Owsley, Powell, 
Randolph, Reed, R va¥, Rodney, Win. Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, > perd, Simonton, Stanly, Stratton, 


Al.xander Hf. if. stuart, John T. 8 var, Talialerro, Joha 
B. Thompson, Ts whe Co 1, Triy Trumbull, Wal- 
lace, Watiers hiward D. White, Joseph aL. White, Win- 
throp, and John Young 

So the resulution was laid on the table. 

CHESAPEAKE AND GHIO CANAL 

Mr. JOHN T. M JASON asked and obtained the consent of 

the House to present a memorial froma large number of the 








cit zens of Aileg iany county, Marylan:,including the grand in- 
quest of sad county, praying Congre to surrender the stock 
held by the Gencral Governmentin the Chesapeake and Ohio 


Canal tothe Siate of Marviand 

Mr. M. said, as this was a subject of deep importance to the 
Btate of Maryland, a uticularly to the district he repre 
sented; and as the memortal briefly set forth the history this 
great work, e grounds upon which the memorvTalists 











based their prayer to Congress, he would move that the me 
morial be printed, and that it bes »the Committee on 
the Judiciary 

“Vhich motion prevail the memorial was referred accord: 
ingly, and ordere >be tend 

SRIVISH COLONIAL TRADE 

On mou if Mr. CUSHING, the House proceeded to the 
consii-rauion of the resolution heretofore submitted by Mr 
ADAMS, provi ling that lU,00U- extra copies of the report made 
by his colle Mr. CusHinc.] trom the Committee on For- 
elgn Ailurs, be 7 ed 

And the on iz on t ud yption of the resolution— 

Mr HOPKIN[ moved iniend iby striking out 10,000, and 

i8e fo UW 

ter areanark fiom Mr. ADAMS, which was understood to 

be, that thing « it nore lnportant to the country than 
this sub 

The question was té and the amendment was rejected 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion— 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays, which were order- 
ed; and, beir taken, were yeas Wl, nays 69 

So the resolution wa Lopied 


pied 
SEVTINGS OF THE HOUSE 
Mr. CARY of Virginia asked leave to offer the following re- 
solution, which was read for information 
Re lved, That on and after the second day of May next, 
this House will take at s daily from two until half past 





three o'clock p.m., wh vill again meet to transact the 
business of the country ch purpose alone its members 
were sent here by the people 


Mr. EVER 
resolve iMseif into Commu 
Union 

The SPEAKER stated to Mt 


nom ¥ " { vil Cary] Wa en 


I'l ected. And Mr. E. moved that the House 
>of the Whole on the state of the 


Everett that the gentleman 
» the floor 
Mr. CARY a lesired thatsome reason mig 
r objecting he resolution 
The SPE IAKER « iid discussion was not in order 
Mr. CARY inquired uld not ask the yeas and nays on 
the ack } on ol ! 
The SPE AKER . said the resolution was not received. But 


hit be assign- 
ed 





the gentieman could move a su3;ension of the rules for the pur 
pose of receiving and considering it; and could ask the yeas and 
nay m that mou 

Mr. CARY moved a suspension of the rules, and asked the 


yeas and nays; which were ordered 








The readi: he res a was again called; and, haviog 
been read, some ob ion, Of rather a jocose character, was 
made (0 the latter 

Mr CARY sa g to modify the resolution so as 
to suit the most fastidious ta 

The SPEAKER said the question was not debatabie 

Mr. CARY in {his resolution to read as follows 

“Resolved, That on and after the second day of May nex 
this House will take a recess daily from two until half-past 


three o'clock, p. m., when it will again meet to transact bus! 





then tak on the motion to suspend the 
rules, and Was the negative: yeas 90, nays 53 

So, twofthirds not voting in the eatfirmative, the rules Were not 
suspended 1, and ther jution Was not received. 

Mr. EVERETT move tha House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, Mr. STANLY, were un- 
derstood to request a withdrawal of the motion. 

Mr. WELLER insisted on the question being taken 





























CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE INVESTIGATION 
Mr. ROOSEVELT said he rose to make a privile 














} motion. 


He had voted for the printing of the report of the Comm ittee 


P iblic 
ew Y erk custom-house, under the idea that 1 was (he result 


Expenditures, made this morning, in relation to the 





ivestigations of the committee Mself. Other membet 





dhim they had voied under the saine impression, Or 
jooking into the document, which was very voluminous, he 
t, instead of being the work of the committee, it was 
of Mr. Poindexver, one of the comm ers appoint 
President; and was made, noi to the House, but to the 
He would not insist on the disposiuon of the mo- 
but, as he wished a litle time to louk into 


1 af } t » t 
desired that € motion 








lon al this moment 


» printing, he merely 





hould be en xi the journal, thathe might call 1 up here- 
ufter 
no division on that tion 


he SPEAKER. There 
Mr. ROOSEVELT. [ koow there was no division; but | 
gave my assent to the motion, and suppose, therefure, that I 
havearight to move a reconsideration 
The SPEAKER. The motion is notin order. No division 
was had, and itis notin the power of the Chair to dete 
when there was no division, Whether the gentleman voted in 








he alhirmative or pot. 

Mr. WELLER, But the gentleman himself siates that he 
allirmative, 
The SPEAKER. The re is no case wherea motiol to recon- 
} 1 entertained under such circumstances 
S called for the question on the motion of Mr, 


er has be 





Mr. BRiG 
EVeRser! 

Mr. XOOSEVELT said he » ould appeal from the decision 
of the Speaker 

The SPEAKER said the appeal would not be in order, as 
there Was a motion pending to go Into committee 

Mr. STANLY suggested that the further consideration of the 

vent the transportation of letters and papers Coasiwise 

amers had been postponed unul this day. 
The SPEAKER said the mouon of the gentleman from Ver- 
mont (Mr. Eveserr) had the priority 

Mr. STANLY said he h ped it would be voted down, in order 
thatthe House might take up and dispese of the bill to which 
he | : 

The que Psion was then taken on the motion of Mr. I 
RETT, am 
affirmative 





h 











v- 
, by ayes 83, noes not counted, it was decided in the 


APPORTIONMENT BILL 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. ALLEN of Maine ii 

and resumed the considera’ ion of th e bil for the 





te sohiTlel 
#! Rey resentatives ami the several States, according t 
elxth cer 
Wher ommittee rose last evening, the state of 





(10 Was a8 follows 


Mr. Hacsrep, from the Committee of Elections, had moved 


to amend the bili by adding the following as section 2 

And be it further ¢ cred, That each State og? | he divided 
by the Legislature thereof, into a8 many districts, composed of 
con is territory, asshullbe equal to the numbercf Repre- 








sentatives tu which said State may be entitled in the House of 


Representatives of the Congress of the United States, and that 
each of the said districts shall elect one Representative. 
To which amendment Mr. CaMpBELL, of South Carolina, had 


moved the following amendment: 


Tivat in every case where a State is entitled to more than one 
Representative, the number to which each State shal! be entu- 
tled under this apportionment, shall be elected by districts con 
posed of contiguous territory, equal in number tothe number of 
Representatives to which said State may be entitied, nu one dis- 
trict electing more than one Representative. 

Which said amendment ak Ha.step had, on behalf of the 
Commiitee of Elections, (as the reporter understood,) accept- 
ed asa modification of ei amendment reported from that com- 
mittee. 

Ma Corauirt had then moved to amend the amendment, by 
excepting from the operation thereof the State of Georgi 

And the question pending was on the amendment to the 
amendment. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, who was entitled to the floor, 
resumed his casas commenced yesterday; but there was so 
much noise and confusion in the hall, and particulatly in 
alcove in the rear of the reporters’ desks, that it was some con- 
siderable time before the reporter could catch a word. When 
order was somewhat restored, he (Mr. K.) was understood to say 
he would propouad a question to the committee: Under the Con- 
sutution of the United States, Congress had the power tv organ- 
ize the militia; the States exercise the right, till Congress shall 
take the matter into its own hands: now, he asked if Congress 
could take the matter in hand, and order the States to organize 
their militia in a ¢ertain manner? Should Congress do so, 
what would be the answer of the States?) They would give the 
same answer that they would give should Congress order them 
to do the act required by this amendment. 
you believe the thing to be right and necessary, do it yourself; 
but do not undertake to order us to do it. Whatever power 

is Government exercises, It Must exercise it itself; it cannot 
der the States to exercise it 
not only to interfere with the internal relations of the Stateg, but 
to command and enforce the States to do certain acts, the Fed 
eral and State Governments would inevitably come in conflict; 
which could not happen without crippling, to a certain extent, 
the former, and strengthening the latter. He, therefore, admon 
ished all those friendly to the powers of the Federal Govern 
ment not to permit it to come iato conflict with the States, in 
which it must inevitably suffer. Mr. K. held that the State 
Lezislatures, and their members, were as independent as this 
House and its members. They were not slaves, and would re- 
volt at auy unauthorized assumption of power over them 


The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Davis] admitted that, 
when this idea was first staried by his colleague, {Mr. Unper 
woop, ]ithad great plausibility; but thought that it was de- 
stroyed Ly the words giving Congress the power to alter the 
listricts of the States. Now, for his part, he (Mr. K.) did not 
see any force in this objection; for if it did give Congress 
that power, it did not give the power to command the States to 
do it. Al) that it did was to give Congress the power to make 
the districts itself, or to alter those made by the States. Thor 
Congress might do the act, it could not order the Siates to do i 
it could not order the State of Indiana to take part of his Con- 
gressional district, and add it to that of his culleague. He was 


















They would say, If 


If Congress should undertake, 











ne of those who did not believe one word of the inherent rights 
or implied powers ofthis Government. We are, said he, only 
trusiees ; We are NOL acting Ou Our OWn rights; we are not prin- 
cipals; we have trusts delegated to us, and those trusts we must 
fultil ourselves; for there 13 no pris le in law better settled 
cannot delegate his trust toanother. The 
osition of the gentleman trom Kentucky (Mr. UnpERwoop] 

















than that @ truste 


was Clear and undeniabie, that if Congress had the nght, under 
he Constitution, to district the States, yetit had no such power 
riven to ifte command the Statesto duit. It was madness to 
t the State Governments Uiat they are bound by the acts of 


that was made 


Government. He recollected the attempt 
: ito dea certain act. She was or- 


7 





le yose a murderer, and shes e General Gov- 
ronment at defi e, and hung the man. Tiere never wasa 
mandate Isat this Government to any of the States that 
Was! rea scorn and contempt, and this Government 





fellin the co 
remarked, of the dis 
there Wasany onet 
for the 


Mr. K. said he was in favor, as he had before 
ystem. Hebeliev ee eres 
tha would make n give itup, and go 

n would be the atten pt onthe 5 art 











gcenerai ti 








of this Government to control his te. Something had been 
said iu the course of ae d iscussion about State rights. Henever 
was a professor of the doctrine, and did not pretend to know 
exactly what it was. The, ‘gentleman fiom Virginia (Mr. 





| said that the amendment was so consistent with 
ights doctrines, that he was astonished that any State- 





rights man: should resist it. Ile accounted for this, as our 
Saviour did for the perverseness of the Jews; by saying that 
they did not fe wo whatthey did. Now, he would tell the gen- 


tleman that if this was State-rights doctrine, he was against it. 
What he understood State rights to be wasa strict adhererce 
(0 the Constitution; resistance to all usurpations on the part of 
the Federal Government, and keeping both the Federal and 
State Governments within their prope: Now, he 
would ask the State rights men what cou e more offensive 
to the States than for Congress to gu into them and cutthem 
up into districts; and then tell them that it was done in pursu- 


spnere, 
»} 








nee of The gentleman from South Carolina 
aid, tha rend of the Capito! the States were repre- 
sept end of the Capi mass of the Amer- 





denied this doctrine toto 
this Government 
sting the American peo- 
He denied ut and could prove its falsity 
by atest that could not be controverted. Why was there no 
such thing asthe representation of fractions In that House? Why 
don’t you put your fractions toge'her—the fractions of Indiana 
and the fractions of Tlinois; an iem send a Representative? 
his could be done, i! this branch of the Legislature repre- 
sented the American yple i ross He denied, then, that 
is House rep L lic mass of the American people, and 
st reason in the world—that it was not a consolidated 
‘ul; and the very tiom uch a representation was 
State lines woul >» wiped out, anda consoli- 
stablished. Mr. K. then went onto show 
that would result from any interference with the in- 
t concerns of the States in the manner contemplated by the 
commented on the extreme hazard of the under- 
taking; jemonstrated its unconsututionality; and finally showed 
hat a continnance of such usurpations on the part of this 
Governm 1 ion of the Union. 


in people were represented, Now, 
celo. He denied that 


nied 





as one branch o the Legisla 


} le In gross. 








r the be 





Goveri 
emp te 


vied Government 








a 





the evil 


tynendment: 








it would end in the destruct 
Mr. PAYNE said he regarded this question as one of vital 
importance, and tuerefore he desired to give the reasons by 
which he was iniluenced if opposing the proposition now before 
the committee; and he should wot occupy more time than was 
absolutely necessary to present his views to the consideration of 
the commiuee. He alluded to the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman trom South Carolina, {Mr. CAMpBELL:] and that 
amendment proposed to do—what! To direct the respective Le- 
gislatures of the States of this Union to district their State 
Now, lie asked what authority this House had to make such an 
order or requisitt on on those Legislatures? In looking over the 
instrument which rules and guides, as it called into exist. 
ence, this body, he saw nothing inthe slicl Jegree justifying 
the amendment. Though, in making this declaration, he did not 
intend to deny to Congress the power to prescribe the time, 
place, and manner of holding the elections, yethe denied that 
Congress was authorized te issue such an order; and he gave it 
as bis opinion, that it would be absurd in Congress to issue such 
arequisiuon. Why wasitabsurd? B cause there was not a 
Siate ia the Ucion that would not treat it with contempt, and 
with the contempt which it mertts. What! order them to do 
what they did not choose to do! Go into the States and inter- 
fere with their internal policy! It was idle to doso. The 
States would not obey; and what would he the consequences of 
failure to obey an order which Congress might choose to give? 
Take Georgia, for instance, which elects under the general 
ticket system; one of her inembers there, said she would be sure 
to disobey—and why? Because it was her favorite policy, on 
wich she had always acted, with the exception of one single 
election for members of Congress. And what wasthe result of 
! gethen? Why, they were told that the next Legisla- 
ture repealed the law; and all subsequent elections were con- 
ducted according to her favorite principle. Again, take New 
Hampshire; and would she do it?) She would pay not the 
slightest attention to any such requisition which they might 
make; but she would continue under the general ticket system 
as heretofore. Her members would come heve to the next Con- 
gress, and they would be compelled to admit them or—what? 
Expel them as not qualified; and thus ensure a collision between 
the State and the Federal Government. And did any gentle- 
man wish to see such a collision? Might he point to a case,in 
which it had occurred? and had they not seen the lightning of in- 
dignation flashing across this Hall; and did not every patriotap- 
prehend disastrous consequences there? It was the object of 
every patriot tv guard against such results, by opposing himself 
to hasty, inconsistent, absurd legislation, which would bring 


t 


them about 
But he mustbe permitted to go further, and to say that this 
git be put forth but feeler to catch the public sentiment, 
}Teparatory to a more dane ortant step to be taken. He gave 
that as his opinion, for he couldnot believe that any considera- 

> ROrtion of that House could serivusly favor a proposition so 
abourd: but if it was a feeler to pave the way for a great quee- 
tion which was behind—the districting of the States by this body 
—then would come a question that would require not only the 
giave deliberation of this House, but of the whole people also. 
And here he might be Jed to inquire into the power of this Gov- 
ernment to adoptthat course. For himself, he did not believe it 
existed; and whatever opinion he held he was not afraid to ex- 











































press; though he found gentlemen who had written and 5; 
on the subject entertained a different opinion. 

They had been told that, like every other department of the 
Government, they were the Representa.ives of the Biate 
he believed the converse of that proposition had be 
that they were one confederacy, which overrode and 
down every co: ficting interest. Butdid they find one solitary 
allusion in the Constitution to them but asthe Representa 
tives of States! The Constitution said, “ Representatives 
and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States,’ &c. And in the election of President and Viee 
President by Congress, they were alluded to as the Repre 
sentatives of States. That being conceded, that they were the 
Representatives of the = and not of the 
ple of this Union, what elected them? ‘he Constutugion was 
not silent on that point. The second section of article second 
said: “The House of Representatives s 
members chosen every second year by the people 
ral States.” If, then, t 5 
them, what right had Cc 
elect? for it could not be ¢ 
voted. To tilustrate that 
meant when they spoke of 
jlumbia? Did they mean Georgetown or Alexandria, 
distinguished from each other? When they spoke of th 
ple of Virginia, did tt speak of Richmondor Williar 
alone}? When they spoke of France, did they speak of Bordeaux, 
Paris, or Marseilles?) They must see at once, that by an ex- 
pression ofthis sort, they n e whole pe rp! e; and they had 
no right to say thata fraction of (Le people shallelect. The right 
was given tothe people by the framers of the Constitution to 
vote for their Representatives, and any att 
right was an abridg ofthe right of t 

Suppose a State entitled to five Re 
the people, by the Constitution, were 
by a statute law, should say 


k 
aeCn 


1 





en taken 
broke 








aggregiae pe 





mnt eda 
Hposea ' 


Of tie seve 







ction by a St 
position, he 


ite, if a fraction only 
ask what they 
the people of the District of Co 


wot l 


as contra 





PInt 





empt to abridge that 


ment ciizen. 





presentatives, for which 
' 


zuihorized t 
voter 





) vote: if 
u should vote but i 





Ol 
one, did they net d prive him of four fitias of his rights, and 
by that amount abri the ctive franchise? At i Resp, 
could deprive him of four-fitths of his righ's. could t go 


a step further, at M deprive him of the whole? 
Congress might alter the 


Ie grated i that 
State regulations as to the time, pla 
and manner ot be ding the elecuons; but that did ne 
with the right of every vate f 
State. Tiey harmon'zed with each oh 
regulated time, place, and 
whether they were he!d by acircuit judge or a county 
sheriffora marshal. Bur as well meght they claim 

to establish a bank by the power to regul 





contliet 
very meniber for a 
raf Cor ! 


yoter to 





manner of holding the « 














0 
claim the anthority vow contended for under ti yhiel 
allusion had been mad 

His views were, that they hal no power t ( 
tion to district the States. for another veas rcis 
of such power, they would not only abri ( e citl 
zen; but they went fur her, and abridced of the 
Representative, and prescribed a new one for the member hiin- 
self. Now, he ask tif they could do indirect y what thev cent 
not do directly?) They could not prescribe a new qualifie 
by statute, but they mais lid it t the 





i GG oy di riuing 
The qualification of Representative preser 


bed by the Constitu 
tion was, that he shal! have attaine 


1 tothe ace of twenty five 

















years, and been seven vears izen of the United Srat ul 
when elected, sha!! be an inh ntof the State in which be 
shall be chosen. These were all the qualifications required by 
the Cons‘itution; but they were about to requir this ar 
ment, that each member should live in a paiticular section of a 
State. Now, he | yped Congress would not attempt to do that 


indirectly which they cou! 

Again: all the power wich regarded tt 
sentatives ap plied alsoto the election of 
the place of election. The gentleman 
day asked if they could 


lnot do directly 





drawi 
that one Senator should be elected for one section of the Stat 
so divided, and the other forthe other section; and it appeared 
that the answer would be, that they could draw no such line, 
because the Senators we re clecte iby the Rey ilatives of the 
people in the State Legislatures And hew were members of 
Congress elected!) Why, ifthe Constitution meant any thing, 
by the people. Then coul y not just as well elect a Senator 
fora district marked by adivisior 
as to say that the R 
limited to districts?’ There was not the slightest diff 
far as the Constitution was concerned: one 
the people as a whole people, and the ¢ 
of the State; and the qu 
perfectequality. 
But suppose that ¢ 
Congress shou 











line drawn through the Sta 


yple there should be 








epresentatives of the pec 
rence, sa 
Wis an election by 
+} » § ; ' s, 
ther by the Legislature 
stion between the two stood on a most 


ress had the pew 
d exercise i? 





r: was it proper the 


Had those circumstances arisen 





which were con‘ moyplate { by the framers of the Constitution? 
Had any State of this Confederacy refused to discharge its ’ ity 
to elect Representatives to this body? Not one. Why, then 
take up this power? Could it be possible that the party which 


so recently swept over this land like a ¥ 
fied with its position?) Were they co 
and was this an atiempt 
object? Was that 
the gentlemen, 
would be futile: and he would also remind them that 
the gods wish to destroy, they first make mad.” 
on andadd to the measure of theit unwise acts; and le- 
struction of Lucifer, when he was hurled from the highes 
Heaven, would not be move signal than theirs. 


If, then, those gentlemen would be advised by him, 
would fail to add this extraordinary act to those they have al 
realy done in thisbody. But among other strong objections to 
the districting of the States by this Government, there was this: 
that they would increase the legislation of Congress three-fold; 
for every Congress to be hereafter elected would also take it uy 
They might district the States to-day,because it suited the int 
ests of the dominant party; and, perhaps, the next Congres 
would undertake to establt sh the general-ticket system: anil, he 
asked, was such legislati m necessary? Would it add to the 
stability of this Republic? Wonldit result in good to any por 
tion of the confederacy? It would not, and the y should not 
adopt it. If this princijle was adopted by this Congress, in 
stead of coming here t shag late for the whole Republic, their 
successors would have | 1 their eye their own security, and the 
party in power would see “ 10 perpetnate its own existence, and 
to sink those that were oppose ad to thern in party politics; and, 
instead of being a leliber: rative body for the transaction of the 
public business, ‘they would find it a corrupt, degrading, vitiated 





lirlwind, was dissati 

scious of receding power, 
to perpetmate it? Could that be the 
ta be done at this Congress?) He would tell 


ifsuch were their intentions, that their 





attempt 
“whom 
Let them go 
1 the d 
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place, in which there 
er 
What, the: 


Would be one universal scran 





ic lor pow- 


t* 


was the argument used 








the gentleman fron 
South Carolina and others in favor of the adopuon of this sys 
tem Why, it was that the smaller States might be protected 
against the greater States. But did they beiieve that the 





larger 














sates deemed it necessary to adopt the ger eral ticket s m 
to accomplish anv great objec Did they believe that any ac- 
tion of maller States could precipitate or prevent the action 
hae gerS.utes? No; but there Wassomething more ridic- 
ulons in the uiment than all this; and che nulleman’s argu- 
meats ren ed | ifthe Lilliputians binding Guliiver, who, 
as soon as he *, snapped the bonds with which he was 
bound. It was just as ridiculous to talk of the small States 
bind the jarge ones here, for whenever the large States chore 
to act, they would do so; and m what did they rely to control 
he action of the large States? In the first place, in their sense 
fmoral right. Where next? In the conflicting interests in 


those States themselves. But 
to control them, where 


if these were fuund too powerless 
t ) 

the Capitol; and pr 
I 


next lay security? In the other end of 
rhaps at the other end of the avenue, it mht 








ve found, especiaily if a bank should be projected 1 he 
aked God that it wasso. There was the security of the 
smal! States, provided they could noi find it in the diversified in 





terests of the large States, and in their own sense of moral right; 
this was one of the beauties of our system 
can be efficiently protected. 

Would, then, the dominant party force this measure upon 
them? Hetrustednot; butif they were determined to do it, 
let them remember that the day of reckoning may come They 
couid not much longer remain in power: the whole history of 

ment had proved it. They possessed power pow; 


that a minority 





the Gover 








but if lisregarded ali the obligations of justice, and exer 
cised their power with tyranny, a different policy would @on 
prevail. Pubhe sentiment had declared that they could not 


much longer ld this Government 


1 U : and, as with a change of 
Adioinistration there would be ac 
i 


I 
ange of policy, he resisted 














i loption, and protested against the passage of this amend- 
ment to tl hy 
Mr I ARN AR D, afer observing that the proposition now 
befor i cominittee had been 1 troduced by one of the 
viding conmmittees of the House charged with the con- 
i ie ) fuhi ibject, said, that, ifforno other, for thisrease 
mw titled to the Caim considerat ofthe Ho - hat 
Ww opr sition, this being the first time, he believed 
tory o e Government, when it had been in‘ roduced 
ithe considerat on of Congress: that it was a subi of deep 
Interestand Importance to the country ; and,afier bespeakin: 
ritaca i deliberate cmsideration, euch as it had re- 
ceived int assembiles which framed and which ra‘i- 
fied the ¢ , proceeded toremark that the pr Positror 
\ t tatives In Congress should be elected 
‘ asnale Representative for a single dis 
'Y { several States provision for such 
t Pe provist Cons:itution on this 
s times, places, a er of ho 
Representatives sl] be | in 
‘ iS: lature thereof; burthe Congr if 











he places hoosing Senators.’ 
Pie first observation he had to make on this provision of the 
Constite that the whole power over the subject was 


this clause a grant of full 





J . E and plenary 
power over a particular iz: the time, 4 d man- 
nerof holding elections f weand Repre On 
whom was this poser conferred? Firston the States of this 





he States a: y power over this subject, exce pt that 





ived from this clause of the Constitution? Could any mar 
contendthey had? If they had, wh ere did they get that power? 
Was | Wighna power of the States ide for the 






tines, 
aces { manner of hok ar Govern- 


men I I 


ling elections 1 
wer could not 





ar 
tes before the ex- 








in the St 

















i the suvernment,and it was the Constitu'iog of the 
1 Sra that brought this Government into existence. It 
seen im absurd to supy that any power over thisub- 
ect could exist in the several ¥tates, except as coiferred on 
them by this clause of the Constitution. This was an inde pen 
lent VE nent—of limited p wwers, he granted- restricted to 





ywers conferred on it hy the Cons 
dently existing from the moment of the 
stiiution, without the leave or license of 
Government on earth. What other G 
y foreign ics ng —had a 
with the manner or the elec 


tution, and indeper 
tion of this Con- 





y other 
ont—ether the 

5 O interfere 
on of independent officers of this 
independert Government, wi sie derived its ¢ xist ence from the 
Constitution? No such power ex Thev 
were, if you please, absolute sovereignties sees to the fo) m- 
ation of the Constitution; but, as such, had nojgench 
whatever as was here conferred on them by this Cor 





States or a 









States 





power 
ution 















It follows hen, that the authority which the Siates of th 
Union had over this subject, whatever it might be, was grant 

ie € titution the clause justread. The only wer 
( 6 ect was given by this clause of the Const ion 
A power was not only by this clause giventothe States, but a 
full and plenary power 


If the States had a full and plenary power given tothem by 
this clause of the Constitution, th en this Government had ¢! 

same power giventoit. He conceded that this power onthe part 
of the Government was nolto be exercised, exce pln certain 
cases. He did not believe it was the intention of the Constitu 
tion that this Government should exercise this power, exce 
when tes neglected orrefusedto perform itat all, 
perform it in a manner satisfactory to this Government 

powers of this Gov yernimment and of the 
powers and 
ment wasay ywer of revision, 
it had a perfect rigl 








tates were orizinal 
rovern 
ate az well as original, and 
ht to review every thing theStates did on this 
subject, and, if they saw fit, to correct it. It was imposeible for 
him to imagine how any m an could argue that any 
given to the Srateson the s 
certain circumstances, to th 
fore, the power of the St 
ernment might review, 
for correction. 

In his oxinion, the time had come when, in consequence of 
the manner in which some of the States of the Union had per- 
form this duty, it was the duty of Congress to interfere in 
this matter. It was pre 7” osed by this amendment to cor- 
rect the proceedings of the States in one single particular, Very 
strenuous opposition ae been made in some quarters of this 
Hall to this proposition, on the ground that this Government 


cone urre nt powers; and ithe power of th 
Ie 





appe 






power was 
subject, which was notalso given, in 
is Government. Wharever, 

ates might do, the power of this 
revise, ad correct, when it 





there- 
Gov- 
saw cause 
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r the sovereign 
and gentlemen had warned them to 
brought this Government into con flict 
ca remind the gentlemen that they or 





——————$ $$ 





was wdertaking, by this proceeding, to ord 

States: to do certain things; 
take are how they 
: ith the States. Let 





fered nothing; they passed sucha Jaw aathey bad arighttoy 
roviuing that the manner of holding elections shou wh by 
tricts, and not by general ticke!; and it remamed ter the Siaces 
to perform their duty uoderthe Constitutios Ifony body, or 


any thing,cave orderto the States, it was the Constii ution; and 


yet gentlemen complaine about anorder from this Gevern- 
ment on the States. Boththis Government l the States were 





servants of one cominon 
{holding up acopy ef the ¢ 


master >itis, (said Mr. B.) 





He knew very well it hed beer he ground strongly 
taken in debate, that the States might divide their populauion 
into districts, for the purpose of electi Kepresentatives to 
Congress; but that this Government could not, ard that the 


States 


should elect the whole 





their Representatives. The plain " » this 
ment soul be, that every individual who held his seat 
by the general district system was here without auth 
That would be the inevitable conclusior, if the é itut was 
clear thatevery Representative must be vote: tor by the peeple 


of the States at large. In order to getrid of this difficulty, he 
had un leratood the gentleman from Georgia |Mr. CoLevirr} to 
make a distinction between the power of the States on this sub- 
jectand the power of the Gene ral Government. That was an 
argument to ‘a effect that the States might violate the Consti- 
tution, and this Government might no‘; because the same clause 
gave the | power to both. 

It was a fallacy to say that the necessary consequence 
that if all the States should elect by the district system, and not 
by the general ticket system, the Representative must reside in 
that district by which he was e'ected. It was no tiecessary con- 
sequence. If the practice of electing a Representative by one 
district who lived in another district had prevatied in no other 
State, ithadin New York. The common fact was, he granted, 


was, 














ard it wae one of the excellences of the ays'em, that t Repre- 
sentative should be a resident of the dist.iet by which ve wae 
elected: but there was no az suMplion of authority Whatever In 


this amendment to direct that thisshould be the case. 

It was said that Representatives elected by districts had no 
longer the broad tepresentative characier, as, by tie Constitu- 
tion, Representatives comirg from sovereizn St.tes ought to 
have. He was not going into this subject. Ithad been argued 
at the other end of this ¢ =P itolin former years, insuch a man- 
ner ag left nothing to be added, whether this G was the 
creature of the & people. fe would reterto but 
one single authority on this subject. Virginia was the 
allo hers, which had been looked to as the origin of 
that this Government wasthe creature 
red to the action of the Virginia Cony ion, which rabfied the 
Cons@tution. after a long and able discussion, in which such 
men as Patrick Henry had taken ground in favor of the propo- 
sition that this Government was the creature the Srates; and 
to the declaration by that Convention that the gianted 
uncer the Con { derived fr v people of the 


States, might be resumed by ther etence that 


rhtnen 





tates or of Ui 
Siate, of 
the dectrine 


Jie refer- 





stitulion, being 











the General Government was the creature of tt wile of the 
States—no such heres} Id Bn the eset i James 
Madison. He would ask thore gentieimne ! nl that a man 
d from a disunict in a State cou'd i ea Represen ve 

e. what were the membersof a uate Assembly}? Le 

they were elected from couritte and 4 the State ar 





talives ¢ 
on interests Which cid not immic clate 
andif memberselected from eistriets were Re presenta- 
Legislature, Wliy were they noton 


In his opinion, they were. 


laree, 
not going lo vole 
therm? 
tives of the State in the Strate 
this fluor? 

A woithy colleague of his (Mr. J. G 


were they n t represe i were they 


y concern 








| ad referred 
g of the Cone 
expositions had prececed 


to the contemporaneous @x pi 


stitution Other con 


femporaneous 





those,ind, so faras they could go, bi the question of 
power. His co!league had referred t c debates of Madiron in 





the Virginia Convention. Mr. Macdisor red] to this very 





subject of districting the Ss one 0 which were ree 
ferred, in the first place, to the States, ai tto the General 
rovernment His colleag had ne so far as to put New 


( 
York out of the Union, atified the 
Constitution with a conditien 

Mr. J.G. FLOYD explained. He had said that 
had ra‘ified the Constitution with a condi and 
condition had been inconsistent with the 
a ratification at all, and therefore N 
been admitted into the Unien. But the 
ceived into the Union showed that t 
ratification. 

Mi. b AWKNARD aaid the reaolutions quoted by hie colleague 
had preceded tLe act of ratification, and were Crsiinet from it. 
The act was inconformity with the p 


iying thai New 


New York 
that if that 
. it Was not 
York shonld not have 
fact that was re- 


oan unqualified 


she 


amounted 


osed al ements to 











the Constitution, one of which was givi Congress 
power over this subject of elections t, ecco rding to the 
view of his colleague, this power wes required by the State of 
New York to be expunged; and her Representatives in Con- 
gresa were prohibit ed from Voting In any ca lor iis exercise, 
and it was made their duty, every means in thetr power, to 





resist ali attempts to exercise if 


Mr. FLOYD explained. IIe had insisted that the condi 
tions attached by the Srate to her accepiance of the Constitu 
pr pons for herself the exclusive jurisdic of the subjec 


d, as the jurisdiction 
> held both by the State and by 


ofelections within her own bounds: at 
vas cnuiasine it could not b 
Congress. 

Mr. BARNARD continued. His coll 
that, according to his understanding of the « 
ratified the Censtitntion under cc 
that Congress should not control the time, 
her elections. Well, if this were so, his co must re 
member that there were various other powers vested by the 
n. in Congress, which were just as much objected to 
by New York as this power. One was the power to lay an 
excise on ardent spirit manufactured in the States. What said 
his colleacue to this? Was this too included in the *‘conditions’’ 

under which New York entered the Union? Another was the 
a ower to lay direct taxes; another was the power to borrow 
money by a vote of less than two-thirds of both Houses ; 
another wasthe power to raise armies in time of peace by lesa 
than two-thirds; another was the power to declare war by less 
than two-thirds. Was neither of these powers ever to be ex 
ercised by Congress with the consent of the New York delega- 
tion? There was another “condition”’ 





in substance, 
e. New Vork 
f which was, 
lace, and manner of 








nditions: one 
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very remarkable—that 
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454 J L r rim i 4 Wha de 
ef: ee imeeerrserinernnnnesanenamnenes — 
: the Canstitution should be soan ed that no mansh it | IN SENATE, | War, cove rthe | eedings of the trial ot Col. De Russe: 
: his seat in ¢ 3 who was 7 freeholder, Did hi | | y. Apri 29, 1842 was taken Upp a fter a vy remarks by Mr. K. in favor of 
ANSE this conditior 4 Allthese points rest | Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial ti izer P 1] e printing, M MANG M and TAPPAN against it, 
; yn the same If one was to be considered as a coud! H} ade!phia, recomn crease of the tariff. fur the res | ea f the committee was concurred it 
of ra e the others li lleague had swor i} y perity; whi | Mr SAD, from the Cornimnitte in Indian Affairs, | 
: Bus rt ‘ ion of the United States B t 1 he | wast i ‘ ' M lia res || Whi t et I f 1oy se.uiementanad satis- 
: men ( i ? Was itthe Uons us re 1} Our i {M rALLMADGE. u rse report of 1 ti ‘ t e treaty with the Choctaw In- 
: } in ul 3 itivwally ratified by the Sta‘ New ( I ' 1 di I) KR it ¢ i rted che same back with 
5 ? \ h > igue sweal I { j | R \ . he W || a 
; ‘ i y Yr i} Mr. PHELPS gay he bill came up fo 
i ' ‘ir. B i ,a gener efey } ! i| Ww ’ t rif 
2 : e i receding tt 1 j ( , Mr. YOUNG ' f 1 biE GENERAL API OVRIATION BILI 
yes IL appre ions entertai y y } . , ( ‘ \ } } i oO Mr. EVANS, the S pi ded to the ¢on 
3 he *1a New York, that that State w ! ( r [ i ! | , i v t bill making 
Uni Iwo of her Representatives i G ( ar the Gov 
7 i form a Constituuon—Messrs. Ya Laosi eter ( I | H of the Commi 
hac se Tr } wordy 1 ! histre \l BAYARD Co N Ailal 1 : 
. Vas “ere ae La atated eir re Sona letter Wii 1d beer 1 eu jul in Uf 1] i i ! it wa f ’ A iter e 579, inser 
George to hen Governor of t Siate Alithe obje | va rvice, Ve ried ime bac wi ini i i} “Pora “ et iW Fert, a tant counsel, and district at 
i€ util i had bee 1 Vihe® rill irty t ’ ‘ it " nw h | ! y 1 ! > | r e setiter tof private land 
> in the Sia Conve 1 provisy, ionlog withthe wor | | ; Which was laid « he table, fordered ! ind is t ! i ind thirty-five 
: ‘yo madiu t 1 tl ( i { t 5 
fuplion ort ) | yi ! itl | tr, YOUNG wing | Mr. KiNG needy ri ut y Miorida was 
z fication im f \ r R é i ( Pi ( P | \ { i aE ereiore, Wished 
4 l é t \ Roa i j 1} ! Vis avi Y tn the nature of these 
i y th ; ma 1 t ' Las \ : \ Assi " 
‘3 Ro KR. 1 i w € li p ‘ j i M \ M HY a ul 1 n 
t ) I who < t ratil i i Oxzw N v m DD v,i s ! | A ’ y ier try 
“ . i] P i t. of \ 
‘* ri ~ t rrassed it by every ¢ iva t || rrest Pa law 
= ‘ y hat ie Co i j i ir «le | te) 1 Mi YOUNG, a ‘ i i I | t i a riz htin to t such compensa 
; ut ‘ i principles, followed in their f | Lore ‘ W i | t ‘ ney, as he may think 
= ; and ha iLnow,as their fathers did then | ne committer ! t United States. This 
4 “ Mr. B. was of opinion that the @ had arrived for Cong || a YOUNG pr | ion of William A ’ , j prt: . ‘ oer e arter of the present 
* to assur “rcise of its Constitutional power in the case } 1 prayer 1 error J n entty of > 3 $1,500 tor the trict attorney 
oa nse t resent f ucting elecuons in the differ 3 et 3 " Was SOICt ; ; : i bs 
Z ent Rinten w slot ior |! f j cl i ‘ ie appropria- 
: . . ; i] r 1 { ul repre tat Natiia i : 1 i moent the appro 
a This Gov nt was now had been, and ever w | p ; ae = ity for the appointme would cease 
% He, Decause | remu be, t | and adininistered by | On Ww 1 ey and nays Ww lered pth iY, ithen to ceaze, it would 
‘ party. Itha be nl so co sued: and 4 ld be so ad e rd ; } 
, iT int tel rth ih UT, nu for su ha concurr evel ts 4 The ques Ww 1 . DE at Mi I wa | 
SF } seve fore been witnessed, The Feder lad 7 } no quorum voted veas 15, nays 17 1! Mr. li ‘ re Was a great owance 
: mained in power forthe first twelve years: the eral o1 | Mr. BAYARD s ed tthe question be passed over 1 {| f ju ' torne tor the Territory, than for sev 
' Democratic party | ieceeded in turning tl und had |] formally uatil the Senate*was more tu i] era without a law agent and assistant 
‘ held th , ext twenty-eight year win a ff Mr. LINNY erred that the qu m should | ike ‘ | ( 
t ‘ new pa " principles eneral cry Of “retrench = |} Th estion W j 3 1 che | Mr. EVANS ved t I fora law agent and 
| me i } reigned twelve years; till at |] was passed » cane | la ’ nm ¢ wo {ihe extreme diflicully of ebtaining 
‘ tthe Whig uroverwhelming majority, had putthem to |] YBAS—Messrs. B Clayton, || witn ce to sustain the rights of the United Btates 
‘ . — ne er eee eee oe ceUrate f the Govern 1| Conrad, Evans, I Phelps, 1 to y i anal 
ui 4 ; ¢ E eo th lappy division Winch had arisen between 1 Porter, Preston, Smith Ye. and \| Mr. HUNTIAGTON ’ e law akir he allowances 
re Exe ‘ Legislative par 1 1] You | | w rep sy elt : ti f the Com mittee 
: Mr. B ed the idea of conducting the Governmeng wit! NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Bayard, Cathbert, King, MeRobe vy Retre nen { ¥ er Sevate on this 
4 *y out party; a WW he urd nilemen profess such apr } Mang nith of cut, & urd, ‘Day , Walker, i utter. 
- pose, he thought they 1 very e of wha ey sabi }) White, and Wor ry ee { Mr. MOREHEAD co tered » fact » be, that a law ex 
\“ in idle dream And af the Gove it must proceed Mr. WALKER presented a memorial fre the Legislatur i vutt wg ! ents and ex iture; and that 
: party principles, how i present unregulated sys-— | Mississippl, pray iaduction of tl ! ie United | vic en rendered under the law; and it could 
os em wo By adoptis ery f ral ticke Alabama | Sta stead of f R ) 1 po lice | i itha {| t \ WW ! eher the payment should be 
’ camel w Mou With a V I } tive vo \ r ctl I mace } i} hace we t mi >of repeating the law 
, ' New with forty Represe exe faparty force |} paper Ww ) i per cet i| Mr. SbV4i | el hon he present appro- 
t s wo votes. Was 3 W ‘ rw stave | ( et he Pi ) ‘ Poet |] pria » Witligit | i whi } red, to the following ef 
n4 url W r way i t work, let Roa ind orde bites || i 
; ‘ i A | Mr. W » pr memorial from the I reoft | 1 Plat no alliowar hereafter made for 
: hi Mir. Ma pport of his views, and i | Misstesipr = = ae eS friar Pani 
& i , wie | wrate ' ion \ fa veveral ti : Ke pres auly \ J t avproy oe " 1 . li t ratlena ») the settlement 
r j la . ; ‘ \ ( ua t 5 } 3, t “ ear. riy } I " A 
; f t . ar . = eT eT : iM a t ic Committee on Co ne ar \| Mr. EVANS f ! vi ( 1 by the Senator 
| ler i| fro Aik eca , Ww he law ts left force, authoriz- 
As the exis ae t w unequally and 1 | Mr. W.a i i ns from t 1] ing v t to ike the appot'ments, and incur a Ccer- 
‘ _ 5 B¢ {that v ti } larriy for the | ruct elr = : * ly ques R pr LN i} ta wand . nent i hie fief yppropriation bill, 
7 cee as ; ' als tuuiiorm mode ol ft \ i} Co i V eedy i| ; i | t habtlities 
. pan) WED , , hes a }} m O! Chie i 3uU i re y wiih Cl iw | 3 i y 
Mr. CLIFFORD spoke at much length, areport of whose re- ui Dane Rabbitc Mr. W i i \ we al Ve. HUNPINGTON 1 the Senator fror Arkansas to 
marks will be give realtet P | betor e Commi l in Ataws. H 1 do {j wi ‘ ment, a e shape of a resolu- 
Mr. W. COST JOLIINSON obtained t! or, but yie'ded t 1} tha the ist n t t pl ; 
} , motion by Mr. HOPKINS thatthe commitiee rise: which 1 | € The mou W t i i| M t Senator trom ¢ ticut if he se- 
uon prevailing, the committee ro wdingly | Mr. W ) est , ro he sa esoluuio ij lorie t “ t be acted upor 
Mr. BREWSTER 4 leave given, offered the follow res . I rf ‘ , ) wh ! X i | Mr. HUNTINGTON ea 
which w . ad | { { i ! i 10 1 \| M WOODBURY a i I ypriation Was in the 
4 ? r Sec re cu r ssey ¢ ya s i] general ¢ 
' a »th a Ric —— ; cae ' \ f » ibe Commis mn Na vr EVANS a : . 
i U se of ' s Onei Pele ipt ( ! ‘ Mi 3, ANG OTC! pr 1 Mir, COUTHI vi A 1a proposition 
: ¢ 8 0 1 1Stia aie Mr. W.a | ¢ ! © same ‘ }} hevi ck ii Was evidence that it was 
I 1 3 var L, On irlo afl | ve de R og | : ! ! MIy < ? 
‘f 3. Laws ui! fir é period: and wi , ea ' = ! ¥ t s I umendmer 
; aa l 1 t I ‘ whi ) 
ce ic | | me me . requir i e Gov R pi rj ; - vonth 0 
8, | ‘ \\ emori I The kt amendment was pace Zo, llues 502 and 593, to strike 
! Ar. JONI Vin ’ VV 1 ) eda { i - 1 ‘T i ition for occu- 
‘i ; \ : i in for occu. 
ite ; . vt S Pe ‘ P i { | i i it Mo .ten thousand dollars;” 
a ‘ du, WIN the { ( va hon With } edin ction, 
is ® ! i é \ : i No i : To put in a suit- 
© ris ea av LONOW t ] t rk iy to ft} able nig ! ecupation e marine hos} tal at Mobile, five 
Ww t ) ; tl 
¢ i Clerk of the H res ' s ‘ ’ | Mr. KIN hisame If $5,000 would only 
! ) es } ) Lie Mr. W. re rked | ithe | ! chil ' upan od $15,000 would 
3 et formity to the prinety t the ; comy > at, W ol make one apy palaliy rthe $15,000, or 
‘ i} : ££. i 
“ 5 ' { i { Me W ) e Mr. EVANS ex ed that t commit would have been 
fm bay t Y 0, inclusive ‘ , ' ‘ g Loy 1 more in fay yppropriat complete the hospital, than 
: ; A > l ons | v i I or | to ¢ i kit 1 rations rely to inake the 
7 I eé proceed a ale ft 1 forall t ) ) i { really was, whether 
\ t ! i . f j = S Mir. W ld the istature |} | s ywountd | re ry rng u t Ing tenantable, 
Is ish ! tay is} yar oO ve mw SLOAN ! But certainly beth appryu 
; } 3 payl es, a he € ris into st juotaa te »M ipp. Hel nly d, in ¢ | pra s they 1 ’ tot made ; 
eof for i } ance W he pri 1 the reso f e rt | t| Mi 31 stedihe propriety of letting the mat- 
: I a ul rece} and expenditu | Mr. \W »pre ec! u < fro the san irce,re- ji ter lie over t he bill is reported back to the Senate, and by 
\ ro 179 to 1s inclusiy inat var | Re i tructy hes toi ) | that tir ' na ‘ould sDtatoed « he subject. 
10 8 ! House document No. 1:3 of the Ist ses- |} vote tins! any ninating tariff with a view to protectio } Mr. KING ted t | riety of striking out both ay 
. ; 8 ul Any perman athonal ce against ana a! bank of | propa ert in place of them $15,000 to finish the 
ported fi } S40, according ie nent 1 | TN s I \ h rderedto li e table 1 Mr. EVANS ! rity ud no ¢ ctions, if the $15,000 
No. 21 uM House ) No. 461 le pwre n,as |] printe ] was putin asan zp; riation to ¢ te he 12arine hospital 
. corrected at the Treasury Deparume | The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a com iM 
Mr. Wt LER t I solution wa received unieation from the State Department, covering a stater t 1 Mr. WOODRURY shox ! by inserting the words “to 
Qa m mof Mr. BARNARD was ordered thatthe C showing t I rant designati f the 7 PY rs who é and Chauginz “1 7 into *f en,’’ the object might 
mittee on the Ju ry € mm the consierati ea ed in each collect district of the United Stat attained 
of the petition of cl . J 8 unty, in Michigan, | rom foreign countries ing the year 1342 j Mr EVANS thought the object w 1 be attained by adopt- 
against the transa t ess the t-offices on the | On mouon of Mr. EVANS, oidered to tie on the tab’e, and be ]* ing the committee’s proposed amendment, and then making an 
Sabbah day, I that it be referred to th yumittee on the printed, } additional arr mer 
Post Office and Post Roads On motion of Mr. KERR, the report of the Committee oy The commitiee’s ame ent was then adopted 
And then the House adjourne Pri x, adverse (0 printing the 1 rt of the § ry of Mr. KING now ved a endment ke out the ay 
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propriation of $5,000, and insert $15,000, toc 
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r. WHITE askec 
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pended on which would be entirely lost if a further appropria- 
tion was not made to complete those works 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was glad the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia had called his attention to theappropriauon of $50,000 in the 
hil ile found it wasaspecial ap propriation to carry on 
‘ and not to pay any balance. Why should theie be ery 
ce? The House of Representatives had not made the ayp- 
propriagon to pay off balances. There was no evidence that 
the House was aware of this arrearage of $50,000. Congress 
makes an appropriation for a specific object, and the agents em- 
ployed to disburse the appropriation not only do that, but so 
transcend their duty or powers asto incura debt of $50,000 
not authorized by law. What was this, but an indirect way of 
completing the work, whether Congress would or not? 
Mr. EVANS was very sorry: the passage 

















of the bill was 

likely to be delayed by a gratuitous discussion. The Senator 
m Kentucky was now de ermin ed not to vote for any extrava 
fant expen 


membei 


ture. Tf he recollected right, the Senator was 2 
this body at the time the building was first authorz 
ed, and, 1rom session to sessien, suffered all the appropriations 
forit to go on without remonstrance. Butnow that the work 
is nearly complete—only two years being required to finish it 

what sort of economy was it, to stop short, and let that which 
was already erected atsuck cost goto ruin? The Senatorcom 


ry! 


plains tha: Congress had been lured on Lured on! who blind 
eddis eyes? If Congress has been wilft.'y blind, it was itself 
to blame in shutting Its eyes te the fact, that the work was to 
be done, was partly done, and that it must be finished. 
The roof is to be a massy s'ructure—it cannot depart from 
the pian—and all the essential parts must be carried on sin 
is Untimely economy would go to expend $ 
000 not to complete the building, but to produce a pictures 











ineously. 











mas ruins. He was opposed to this mode of inefficient 
propriation. Itwas the system which had brought the country 
into det Ther I cutting off appropriations short of the 


stimates, Is to muke the works for which they are granted 
more expenusiv: inthe end, than if the whole sum to be expend 








~d was apr opriated from the first moment. The cheapest plan 
was always 'o app: e the full estimate for any work, and 
ihe rae he work is done. He was surprised at the 
v shad tal on this subject. If he hau his wish, 
he would aypy te $200,009 for completing the work; one 
ha'fto be d.aw un the Treasury this year, and the cther half 
next year 

Mr. BUCHIANAN, after making some remarks on the im- 


propriety of tavulving in this debate appropriations to other 





o ts. and ected with the appropriation to the 
re cu that the Senat r from Kentucky [ Mr. 
‘ NI vid ba he velieved, fully coincided in this 





that the disbursing ofticay had Re Tipe 9s gu bapene an Ippro- 
jTiations ; but wher expenses were once incurred, who 





Were the parties hould utter? Certainly not the laborer, 
northe per nished the materials They had no 
means of knowing that theagent had exceeded his autherity 
7 f the Government, or the disbursing officer, was the 
person who should be held responsible 


Nr. WOODBURY regretted that so much misapprehension 
existed will begard to the origin of this expenditure. He be- 





heved it was ip [S25 a proposition was made to appropriate 





the materials of the ald custom house 
was thonghtsullicient for the purpese of erecting a new custome. 














ho Wi ihe proposition caine re the Treasury De- 
partinent, he wir. SV.) was in that oilice, and visited Boston to 
eXamine inte thet er, and he discoveredthat the wholesum 
contempia tis, the £50000 and proceeds of the old cus- 
tom-house materials-—would not purciase a one, In any 
suitable part of t ily Mr W. then ente a biief his. 
tory of the appropriations and contracts made for erecting a 
new Custom-louse a Reis i The sue Quesiiel was, a ques 
tron of time—sh he work go on faster or slower? but the 
Woik has to be f 1, le night be willing to vote $50,000 
w, but not Sldeouc, . progress with the work, because, un- 
der ¢ ch ulnstances, more nan ads rvutely necessary 
as nded on any object. I. would not do to make 
lar tppreprtanions, relying on funds in anticipation. The 
Connecticut |My Hy NITIN ;TON] expects that a 

W Litt tat orthwith passed, which mus? produce 

a undant ry of means for the Treasury. We could tell 
that Senator that it wasone thing to passa high tariff bill, and 
a t the in abundant revenue from it. If he has not 
Already {that ou jhe may discover the fact in a little time. 
M VILLIAMS spoke in favor of the propriety of the full 
apyrepriation, even on the ground of economy. He conceived 


rue economy would be, to proceed to the completion of 
ling : rapidly ia possible. Ifthings could be reealle 1, 
t en hundred thousand dollars already expended 
on the building could be replaced in the Treasury, he would 
hesitate, under existing circumstances, to vote for even ar 





six or seven 





ap- 
propriation of $50,000; but, as so moch had been spent which 
could not} tilled, and a further expenditure is indispensa- 
ble, to mia talready spent of any use, he should give his 





vote in favor of 





2 ay prop riation of $100,000 now asked for. 
Mr. CHIOATE explained further what he had before stated. 

He denied that it ever was contemplated by any of the com- 
sionera tha i suitable custom house could be built for 

nO 000. He understood, from the beat authority, that the great 








bulk of the expenditure already made was on the purchase of 
the site, and the construction of the foundation He eulosized 
the characters of ti e Boston commissionere who had conducted 


the work; and declared he would rather the whule custem- 
house, fouodation and all, were sunk in u‘ter destruction, than 
allow one hair of the head of Mr. Shaw, one of the commis- 
sioner, (0 be tou ched, 80 a8 to injure his reputation. He con- 
tended thar delay in completing the building would incur addi- 
tional exp ense. 

Mr. BA‘Ties observed that, having begun this building, 
whether Wisely or unwisely, was not the question—though he 
believed wisely. It had been three-fourths finished, and there- 
fore he would not now argne a self-evident truth, that it should 
be finished > qnesiion at issue was, whether an appropri 

e of $50,000 or $100,000. Ifthe work is to 
most favorable time; and why should it not 




















ation was rpeT 








b 3 done, now ist 
be done? 

Mr CRITTENDEN observed that the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Evans] had evinced considerable surprise at the course 
he had taken, and asked where was he when the question was 
up of commencing this work? He was net conscicus that he had 
ever sanctioned by his vote any appropriation for the purpoee, 
and he did not know why the Senator should assume such a 
proposition. He thought it unnecessary to go back to trace 
when it originated, or with whom; with that he had pothing tg 














, 
> 
: 
oo. 
. ‘eo 








/ 4 


, er =e. 
mance eh. 
= 


+ aS 





: 8 4 
1 
ae +h 
3 E 


' 
ze 
By 
* * * 
ae & 
a 
re 
tbe 
Pa 
z 
rag 
> 
as 
* 


ee 


7 




















anali 
encoura 
t 
tra 
i i 
his yutif e Senator d :s o! 
sv appropriation tocairy or buiidin 
\ 1 : lid he vo wWainst sucl | l 4 nd 
r ia file ice to make a si > speech ra heir | ty 
If h if Was HOW 100 late lo Oppose What he had 
ti i Dy ence 
r. CRITTENDEN contended t } was! Ae inta 
rt Secuator from Maine for what he cid J net vote for 
uher now of five yea ag t t 
aie for or against any measu 1 rt 
! i wa if se wher 4 i w y t ! 
B wha ( iv, W hat ni Ww I lor the 
prope mol e Senator | Mai mnuinu 1 rev 
Lays f «xpenditure, by appropria $100,300, instead 
oO ya aS recomm I by th i ra nt 4 er 
13 rzume with hie | 1 xtra 
va appr lau! by OU y eing t late, and re 
proach of 4 he first mak! i sf iZainst such wor 
Mr. CALITIOUN lered th planauion was re 
guise w ri ce mat rl Ww kh they had 
lon, { } i to ir this enormous expense ] 
aj are ! f never h een any ofictal report mace ) 
Congres ) Bu md Why undertook ! 
j e the wor ai he siightest regard to cheap propriatior 
They had jlag on from yeat year, witho oking 
t k or ex i zl cost; and het V rose principally 
make this sing mark,thatthey had r€ Ww iatever 
rshow them that the $300,000, which It was now asserted 
wou e ie would, in reality, be so. It had bee 1 
sia ; error of Congreas, for y yea past, to go o 
making appropriations for 4 ic works, without having certi 
j nates befor het If, e there we ) I 
reason thar | 
that it wonid i 
itself » dete 
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I 
The yeas nt 
was adopted: ya 
YEAS —Me : 
Choe Ciaytoa, rad, Evans, Fu 
ingien, Kerr, King, Mangum, Mertick 
Sevier, =immons, Smith of fodiana 
Walker, White, Williama, Woodbridge, and rig , 
NAYS —Mssrs. Arche: Benton, Cathoun. Crivtende 
Cuthbert, Graham, Li MecRober Smith of ¢ wect 
Tap Woodbury, a Youn 
The nextam iment was to str prov 
vage, line 595; which was agreed to 
Mr. WOODBURY asked the consent of the chairma 
camimittee lo ain lithe bill y striki t WOT 
pleting : 
Mr. EVANS consenting— 
The amendmen: was proposed and adopt 
The next amendment wae 986 26, line 599, to i 
ayiment of sums now due furcompleting the stom house at 





New York, twenty-eight thousand :wo hundred doliars;’? which 
was adopte 

The next was, same page, line 600, after “for, 
pense ul 


Maa 
rie 





insert “ex: 

sof x “e a includ h " aes i 
I ¢ census, incivudl Wilttch Was aisoa lojted 

: 3, Same paze, line 602, after “cach’ 

for «distributing the returns of thesixth census ar 

as direcied by the resolutions of Se 


15, 1842; which was adopted 





msert “and 
eudium, 
ptomber 1, S41, ar 








he next was same page, et 
sert “vighteen,”’ adding $3,000 for the distrib 


documents 








Mr. EVANS explaine sat th added was for the « 
pense of istri * these uime wnountiog to seve \ 
one tons at least. Two modes of distributing had been sugeeste: 
one was‘o box them up and forward them by ” usual n 8 
of trans which would cost about $6,000, Whenever 
has been tried, it has been found subject to gr i 
ences, Another was to distribute them by agent: 





$8,000, which the committee, on various coy 
fered preferal 

Mr. McROBERTS considered the additional $2,000 quite un 
necessary 

Mr. SEVIER asked how former distributions had been made 

Mr. EVANS observed, that the first plan he had named had 
ween tried, but it was found mnsatisfectory. The number 
quantity to be distributed was now much greatet 


siderations, Cuusi 


han ever. 


Mr. PRESTON admitted this was a very siail matter; and 
he wou 


fore, de the Senate 








thought there w rnece oritata ] se who wanted 
the books and y wished for n, Would send 
EVANS & i resolutio f this and session, 
Wy i { ! 3 in 
ne t Cc rv! y he i u ( x to { i 
amendn wasthen adopted: ayea 20, noes 17 
On moti Mr. BUCHANAN, 
The Se re 








HOUSE O] TIVES, 





REPRESENTA 
1 AY A M4 
NEW YORK CUSTOM HoUs; NVESTIGATION 


M; BRIGGS azked leay ) ic fol 


ioOWlng reso;uuoNn 





which was read for nN 

Reso!ved, That the Pre f { United States be request- 
et 'o communicate to this House e report or reports made 
by t nmiesivners, or any of them, appointed to investigate 
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Mi 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 




















portisa v 
them j ' a 
e ha enca for by ares n 
h yt yet been received fro e 
yi cuor ht to be made 
s y i I 
eta { f 
a] ta 
} } } , us} wa € a 
al ! ut i . a ! , 
a whee 
he reso t é iH 4 
BRIGGS dema he prev 
SAUNDERS « inquire (‘hair whethorat 
A) not already i Cailing tol le reports 
SPEAKER sai able to answer the question, 
LINN was uncle xd to answer the ques iccordi 
tateient previo yma by him 
SPEAKER was th underst 1 to y that the Chan 
forme I aca ad been made on the Secreta 
BRIGGS was understood to say that the resolution was 
ver for deta 
SAUNDERS desire’ to be informed by } leag 
STANLY n what ¢ racter hig report came before the 
Whether in uie character of adepoaitio r 
| 
Phat i ther aver; and when it comes 
uy yanswer | 
” j 
Ri I order 
i yelng 1 take {tt wid ne 
having moked, } the pluto is 


LHOMPSON, of 1 ina, asked leave to make ar 


; tT ' } 
Committee tor [> (Colum 



































I om the 
J] Mr. COWEN shd not wish u e was that 
1! the House, it so disposed, s {proceed at onceto the consider 
auicn of private busines 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, said he would move a susper 
| sion of the ru 2 
Some conversa i when, amidst inuch conf 
| Phe SPEAKER said 3¢ ersation Was l 
| andheinquired of Mr. THoomeson whether he isted on his 
t o sus] i the rules 
Mr. THOSTPSON said, 4 if objection was made to h 
I eaeoieecen 
| Mr. WELLER o 
} Mr. THOMPSON then submitted Hoth ) suspend 
/ le whi tl was tided in ecatl 
j So therules were not suspended 
1! Mr. COWEN moved that (he House proceed to t nsid 
}} @ration of the private ca lar, (Mr. Everett rma fth 
|} having intimated wi rive Uu | \ 
1 Ustness W in he reporter uncer: | rh 
agreed to, 
i] But Mr. ROOSEVELT again rose to the privileged moti rf 
; W he | yesterday e ind m 
1] Mr. R uthe ha ierd ma a moti rt ider 
le VO rela ) report mede by the Committe 
1] Pubhe Exy Hite in relat »> the New Yu custon 
| "us fhe SPBA ar tec! 1 the motion to be 
ih « of ordet a t appeal v R vad it 
i} ¢ i itl ‘ ke from ! he Chair was 
| i¢ i il to outotl er ) \ } v1 im 
H tion spite 
There bei is W ww iy y py imed j 
ij} would sow be laorder forhim to make ! t ider, 
this being th day h it ee { t ules.) 
it witha view totake th tt i t ys order 
ij} if the Spear ) ili adhe \ £ 
| Pressed 
ileram versation betwe M rs. ROOSI 
VELT and COWEN 
| Phe SPEAKER litima Mr. R h his wa 
Mr. ROOSEVELT said | molion was lo re ider the 
eo he report n Vv rday he Co nt ) Put 
Expen res, ! ) »> the New York custom hou 
I! ma lon oF y meret a be 
} c t t »prehensi ir ut rent 
| he ae i irom Not Carolina, (Mr. STANLY.) Ile 
| (Mr. KR.) ha \ contents of the repert, and p- 
| ed that 1. wasatl bem th ( mitt ifs OV in 
i} uu f ! Phin stom-t e = 1a re t 
\ wae as Willing as a receive. He w 
iT t isa 1, h i‘, had been called 
i} hy those who sat near him; and, 07 Wg i thei 
and looki { rey fou itto be are} 
i » comMissioners ap; cil to Investigate t 
{i New York custuin house 
| 
} Mr. BRIGGS here interposed with the interroga 
rter understood, D © gentleman vote in th 


| 

‘le 
| M 
og 
| ative 
M 
| 


The SPEAKER Phisisa matter f 
etermine. ‘The Chair bas-no ; ride of « 
erned by wi ul been the uatiorm act 
Chair could tind a gie instance 
kind had bee i msl 
oe ‘ 





had, 


y of MINOTILy, Dech Te 


E 
} 





‘ision of the Chair? 


© Motion to prin. the i 

cr. ROOSEVELT. Tai 

r, STANLY made an inquiry or suggestion not 

eporter 

SPEAKER, (addressing Mr. Roosevet7.) 
lynow? 

son thet wien tO prin 
ROOSEVELT I gave my assent 


lire whether the gentleman voted in 
> 











h 


take silent 


the motion of 








ithat the moto reconsider could r 


ROOSEVELT 


was proceeding to make son 


ARNOLD inqnir J if the gentleman 








SS 














gentleman as ap 





2al from the decision. 





Mr. R. briefly 











poke in opposi » the dec’sion of the 
Chair 
Fine SPEAKER said he would state that the question “of re- 
( leravioa was a q ion growing entirely out of the rules 
rf Liouse A roi vthey tary law, there was 
i = ' It was ur r a following 
ru ) ac am ry sider could be entertained 
oR When amou b ’ made and carried 
! i Ive, i uli be in order forany mem 
f ’ Hy fom i { reconsideration thereof on 
I pr there ud been a unanimous vote, or at 
eas i ‘i ik place; ) ion had been made 
und, of course, | é lymen e Chair, ho member, ac 
{ line to the practiceot House, had aright move are: 
cor ierau 
In reply to the y argument urged by the gentleman from 
New York, RK EVE that o ‘taconvenience of the 
decisioa tit Would ¢ : this House an act, however 
trong a desire to reconsider it misht exist—that the House 
would be deprived of the priviles f doing so; the Chair 
W isu ttha re was an easy mode of getting nd ofthis 
yrder wi ta yion tor wishder It would be yrder for 
any member, u rihes ion or the I¥cuae, to move to re 
nd this very order; thus reaching the object by a direct 


Mr. ROOSEVELT. B A vote two-thirds would be re- 






































i mead i ra "1 
Phe SPEAKER. I: wo rthe but the Chair 
I 2,8 repuy ’ a te \ 2umMent as 

1 nvenl { { can be m ect and 
easy W wi hou tri v 8 1 principles and 
practice of this Ho Andthe Chair wall state that he be- 
ey ha } f ) Y his [louse can- 

rto 3 WW im 1 ider has, under 
t i in ei I i 

Mr CUSHING bri I itt yn of. the Chair, on 
t { of ve ( i; i hoth which, he 
cornter i i he Chair should be re- 
versed, <A Y } : il he asked yeas and nays, 

Mr. ARNOLD yught the decision of the Chair wrong in 
principle, and hoped this frieudsou this floor would not op- 
\ re i : 

Mr. A alli ltoan ef which he said was making to 
preve | hex i 

Mi yi i f Spea if = was in order? 

Mr. ARNOLD. Ge t e— 

Mr WISE. 1 

Phe SPEAKER t Mr. ARNOLI he must ¢ 
t t i ! i { Ai cs m Ol rec m 

hit aul : W i ' be 

Mr. ARNOLD ai tthe preceder which the Speak- 

rhad based ht ‘ y lsul ind ped the House 
would ac e ition; and he, for ooe, was willing 

ratity Massachusetts (Mr. Cosuine) 
with the yeas an Ife (Mr. A.) wished to see what gen- 
en would vate to su ‘ is gati 

Mr. CUSHING. Ica entieman to order. There is no 
il 1 ’ , €=8 

Mr ARNOLD. The ' Man Winces much rentlemen 
a! ive ! Il am truly sorry that they 

i t ting tins por ee th ight ; . 

MI EVERETT il time was } ious, and, as the shortest 
y ridof tue subject, he would move that the appeal 
De i 1 

.PROPFIT 1 Mr. WELLER demanded yeas and 
navawatt 7 1 

Where SPEAKER said that this seemed to be a 
ques some feell and, pr involving much inter- 
est. The Chair had not had i » look ithe report; but 

injury ¢ ) any side of the House by taking the 
; | be done or not. The Chair, 
I ly i 8 | ore wer 
T inquired what then ine Of his motion to 
SPEAKER said it fe und, th weaker having 
yiihdrawn ul ( 
A le (| now being on the motion to reconsider— 
Mr LT explained the rea why he had made 








rint, hearing 








tther \ very volumine d tincing that there had 
n, with t Well as hiimseil,a 1 j ension as to 
at e was, be had into the ¢ rk ‘ffice and 
exan tothe mm which he !to be, not the report of 


Committee Public Expenditures, nor of the board of 

















( 1 10 » 1 Vestiva he condition of the New York 
a ' iIninous mass of wiiting by an indi- 
vi not nov member of the House, or even an officer 
f the President, accompanied, by way of preface, with a sin- 
sheet from the committee as a letter of introduction. He 
contended t rr he f to have been submitted to 
he Executive 1 given ty a minittee of the House to 
adopt as if it were thelrown, It might be very proper that the 
fa he report s 1 be made pul it it Was a docu- 
ment whic] nmittee were not responsible, and it 
one ) be printe ler tt miction of the House. The 
House had already ¢ Execritit ra communica- 
t ‘eDpO f i ( Y ioners, and, no doubt, 
jue time EB ive woul! corat icate it, or would as 
hn rease t Mr R. could not bring his mind 
io be t i wonld desire to wi hhold any proper 
I va ft lj He hoped vote would be re- 
cons he H would either get the document 
nay { iri ner, Ol the reasons of the Ex: 
tl ica j 
Mr. CUSIIING said that u woul! ay vr, from an examina- 
{this report, that tt hady et esented to the depart- 
ment unth () fihis mo : ithad, indeed, been given in 
he 12 but bad b wi iw again, for some reason, 


I not again | ed till bh. Tt wasa document of 400 
t had not been 
re than read it 








ver, i ey conld do as mu 
Mr "ANLY. Will tl ent] un from New York state, 
n his personal responsibility, that Pre 1t has read even 


the firet line of i? 
Mr. ROOSEVELT, 





I do not much think he has; he hag 





* 








not had thetime. But this committee, by taking such a ste; 
as they have done, ask the Huuse to pass a censure cn the 
President. 

Mr. TRIPLETS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
one question? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New York 
yield the floor? 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Certainly. 

Mr. TRIPLETT. Can the gentleman from New York, [Mr 
ROoOSEVELT,] or any other geuileman friendly to the Presice 
answer for him that it is his intention to Communicate this 
document to the Mouse withis any reasonable me? 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Lam not the keepei ! 


conscience—[a voice, “fle talks abou 
















science!”?J—nor have Lcommunicated wih hi t 
But ought this House to censure hin for not C 
ument of 409 felio pages in eig! ays! | th t id, 
marked, learned, and inwardly digested all its voluminous con- 
tents—and this at a tin when the mostehnportant foreign 

gotiations were in progress!) Mr. R. wonld appeal to all sides 


of the party triangle in this Iluuse whether such a censure Was 
fairly deserved? 

Mr. W. COST JOIINSON 
the reconsiderauon, as an 
the board of cominissioue 





eclared his purpose to vote for 
} 


of justice to the President 


and all other parties connect 











with this affair. ‘he President had, at an early day, directed 
the board of commissioners to close their investi yn and 
make their report; two of them had done so; but a third had 


lingered in New York and not given in his report till the 12:h of 
April. Ithad afterwards been withdrawn, and not givent 





again till the 20th. It was the report of one member of the 
board only; had not been examined, ot ch as seen by t 

others; while, at the same time, 1 did hap; hat thi i 
commissioner had strong prejudices against a large portion of 


the manufacturing and commercial jaterests of this country 
Add to this, the report, if he rightly understood, was wholly 





unaccompanied with any portion of the evider m which 
was founded. If thrown before the Housein this te, D 

it not do great injustice? A mere exparte } i tis Oucht 
not to be printed ull the House had ihe whole betore tnem. As 





to thealleged apprehensionthat the President would not con 
municate the document to the House, or at least not entire, hye 
muat know that acopy was In the hands of a committee, and 















his refusal! would bring him before the barof public opimiu 

Mr. J. said that he personaliy knew—not from t nt, bu 
from sources perfectly to be relied on—that th nt had 
long been anxious to have this New York comm 1 
Mr. J. dwelt on the importance of having the testimony accom 
pany the report. The Pre ha een most desirous of 
liying the whole subje the Tfouse; but had 





prevented fiom doing so by the delay in obtaining this } 
eit document 


Mr. ARNOLD said if this report was unaccom ied by the 





evidence, and had got into the House “ by lent,’ a 
gentlemen had intimated hould be against printing 1 
But such was not the case ( i very word of the te 





timony ; and, after the 
quarters, as to the purposes of the 
municating itto Congr 








now they had gotit. fe was inclined to! t th y 
way ever to get the whole report out ef the hands of f . 
ident, was to print the present copy of it. ‘I rume 
whieh he referred deeply implicated the polit | itecrity 
the Executive; that, after having set on too Is imy 
vestigation, and got the resuits his hans! si lwi 





hold a portion of them in orde: to conciliate “the Democracy 
Abirdin the hand was w t | 
document to see the light, and he hoped the 











brought to a direct vote on the question of 4 ting ir, Watt 
that view, he would move the previous question, [Cri 
“Oh! oh!” and remonstrances to Mr. A.]) Well, then, 1 woi 
make the motion; but I go for light to the country prea 
the facts; give them to the people is due to the officers of 


) 
the custom-house, due to the commissioners, due to the Presi 
dent, due to the natio 

Mr. WISE went tnto a recaptt m ofthe facts in the his 


tory of the appointment and d sof the ard of commis 
sioners from May, 1341, when s. Poindexter | 
had been appointed; ant!, « nenda 





art had been associaced with tl 


new board had been designate’, consisting of Messrs. Pot 
ter, Stewart, and Brad! } { 
should close tl } ; 1 rey 
the necessary recommendations to Concre vod the re iti 
of the board on che 26h of December toe 





the l4th of January, other 
Stewart and Kelly; and, on 
chairman of the Committee oj i j 
Department, had introduced a resolution calling on the EB 
ecutive for the report and ail tsande Ss] 

ence connected with the subject. \' that time, Messrs. I 














ley and Poindexter were still at New York, engaged in con- 


cluding their report, and making a synopsis of the idence 
The President Cetermined to wat: till their report should hav 


been received, before he replie!d to the call, desiring, In 


justice to Messrs. Poindexter and Bradley, that their 


report should not be forestalled by tha 


other comr 


sioners. Mr. Poindexter did not report til) the 2th of April: he 


i 
hadthen withdrawn thereport for some purpose. [Mr. Spr 
f rcorrection.] Well, for correction d had not returned 


} 


till the 30th. Thus, though the rey een in the depart- 


ment but seven days, the commitiee 1 ined of delay i 
communicating it to the House t must have taken the Se 
tary alone three or four days to read it, and he supposed he ha 





not yet read the whole of it; yet both he and the President re 


quired time to read and consider it, and to comps 
previous reports already rendered 


Mr. W. then took up and commented on the report of tt 











Committee on Expenditure jwirlng how they knew the 
port had been made to the Secretary, and why it had 1 Wi 
drawn? The report was that! yf one commissioner ou 
four; and how did they gethold of it?) They had catled in vai 
dso they concluded to apply to Mr. Poi 





on the Secretary, a 
dexter himself—an officer not appointed by the House, but 
the President, and whose duty 1t was to make his reno 

authority which had 





how that gentleman had felt himself authorized to report the 
result of his investigation to a committes en the House had 
called on the President for it, and that ca 1] not yet been re 
spondedto. The report wag 1.01 his: it was the property of t! 
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pointed him. Mr. W. would not s 
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cusing his course in relation to the report; although, ull there 





idence produced that the President w 





as in- 


clined to suppress the report rendered to him, Mr. W. did not 














e how j uid be excused. He belheved this very report 
would! be found to be o he strongestanti-tariff documents 
ver put for ythe comn i he agri tural interest of the 
try world be gratified by its perusal ie report not only 
volved the character of the custom-house officera at New 
rk, butalso of the comn ! rs themselves, (who wete un- 
erstoad gor th to | i tariff! Whigs, and others pro 


representing 


the s leo Massachu 1 repoy ‘nilemen might be 


red. ha eperends in view th tmere relorm of abuses 
rrection © he revenue law Shov ’ . 


é Se 


} the 


protective syst and operate to save the 





par ularly 
relina, ought toerect an ment to the 
ry ot itsauthor Phat ge man had now Mr. W.’s per 


il k Irie , ashe always had kad his a miration for his tal. 





port. Hehad expected that the honorable gentlemen who rep- 
re { } etal i sarnte i Butler and of the immaculate 
Hfoyt, (whom Mr, Van Buren kept in office afierthe report of 
ain igating co rn e hi shown h iefalcations,) would 
be desirous of tak ive Of those very plous and exemplary 


pe he expected, (oo, that the Cow-boy party would be 


y auxious ¢t ike Car t their conscientious President. 
Llithiswes to ba expect and frem the inumate 
wwle W } tt €1 nm seeme aiready to 
the Hfouse had prooi before 
ve alliar ween the two had be consummated, 
| ir of Tivyta butler on ‘heone haud, a the mem- 
ny t 0 ey erte v i wrmonized 

i heir co! rt ‘ t nivrination tron he people. 
ELT, } 
that 


ul t, pressed fur a reconesiderati i the vote. 








because It 

before 
ciusive 
accom pa- 
ited in this 


from Mas- 
not to he 
a more adroit or Ingenious person at making up a docu- 
le erts 4 1ug Hle was the 

lest] id 3 3} sot comestic manufacture that Mr, 





ss. ! ever seen} ts ti lie combined re rts which were 
haeskil truly prising. Here was areport of 






teresting at iluahle docu. 
I ( i a vie at t { ular state. 
‘ » recat 1 reports of the House; and 


i en is c I il ’ e printed. 





ree ' vite " ponte ne And the 

0 \ Mir. Waist 1 th c reported to 
fov. Cass, which 
aper, but which 





STANLY Ido ch tobe! rr 1; the gentie- 


bot entitled e floor, and shall nothave it Without my 


Wr SSANLY said he had no objiecu if a » be only 


j 
Mr. WISE Ithe parer referred to was only the testimony 


W rks in G rnor Ca departmet hey had 


ittee, and there Was nolbing private In 


Mr STANLY 1 med, and observed i ¢ mmittee had 


papers; hence 





hia atned Mr. Ca instate hat they 


i private chai r; bart the eman said he did ne 
no breach 
mie 


faoli { y Which hod ) Jenly ¢ 





| ept, t \ i.e i these things al- 

| 1 2 were uUlnerous 4 t pa aciuion 

Hou fe ‘ y Inve iLiOn n es had the 
na mac been chairman? Mr. S re referred 


which M Woodbury had be called before the 





a mileuge ior coming 
I ) ( j Npariatso ef e manner it 

wl i \ y had bee treated. He had not been 
} » the I he ¢ imittee room, but, when inside, 
reed with ua vengeance. Where was the 

‘ ‘ j y on that occasion Was not 
Whitney as mt i itofa Pres nt of the United 


Brat refer as Mr. Poindexter was in refer 





The emman from New York [Mr. Ro EI had 
] . riittes ‘ensull he Pt ‘ al his Secre- 

y ] ies iry ofthe Treasury Mr. S. cherished high 
would not voluntarily inf he slightest wound 

no tn e President, he was as willing to 

hi i censure a vher chy ofthe Republic. He 
r fte nd s l again, whenever he 
tho t his conduct deserv ensure By er was no cen 
ecastu t ri lareport Theco iittee had forborne 


facts before tl 


tue 





{ Town  ]) had 





l to each other in re- 
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1 WARREN opposed, and Mr. HOP. 





. n { 
art ot the KINS advocated. the motion 


The question was then tak n the motion to recommit, and 


VW ( ec in itl 
And the ques ! ring the passage of the bill, it was 
‘ talre 2 ' rite ' f ve 
= e . 





rd Harris 








Mr. UNDER WOOD offers f providing tha 
\ i aA i ri ) ! formation to the 
x « ud Farrow and a » come forward 
and mit thei i ya licatl >the Third Auditor 
i t j y v appropriated chall im the 
1 ‘ 
' UNDERWOOD, FERRI- MVERETT advo 
“tthe a ' Mr s. COOPER of Peonsylvania, 
I wanta ISTUART of \ opposed it ; 
| ! I. W. ANDREWS, TALIAFERRO, and COWEN, 
Mr. HOPKINS move the previous question, and there was 
. : 
4 : ' e¢ lered, was taken fire 
( f Mr. UnpERWwa nd the vote resulted 
i hus—avees 45 370 v4 rum voung 
cutive Mr. WELLER mov hat he House acjourt 
t t On which ion the estion was taken, and decided in 
i t} gative as ves 3 
< at i vijourr nt no quorum voted 
i ; 4 Mr. WELLER ey CO {he transaction of any busine 
f Messrs. MORGAN, MATHIOT, and HOPKINS, moved a 
1 ‘ ‘a Hi 
S The SPEAKER sa previous ques'ion having been de 
I ! le! and the estion having been ordered, a call of 
\ the House y t 
Mr. ARNOLD t YW ‘ . 
Wits On which mo y ys ving been asked and 
rity ver hus. Yeas 42, nays 93, 
I Sothe H ’ 
l. 1 f eurre ar a ta ’ 1 'he ame 
i { Mr. 1 woop, and the ia 64, nUe 
is I SPEAKER v t flirmative, and the vot 
\ | ns a f Ww LOPE 
T pesti recurring on the erngr nent of the bill, it was 
\ | | } ' y 
So the bill wa | ‘ rathird reading, 
Ar estio vy t passage ithe biti 
Nir. COWEN asl wo? u which was de 
: y Hi 
P Mr. FILLMORE ¢ r tt ead 


I ‘ New \ moved that the House adjourr 
4 ‘ nha pol { or ler, by Mr. THOMPSON, of 
































T ior 1 Vir. Youne was taken, and 
il i 
IN SENATI 
April 30, 1S42 
\ PHELPS ; : he honorable 
. ( ( : li e piace of the 
| ; » , ¢ 
Aj BDUCTIANARN ite vio mie riais, from eiizens 
iN P y m4 re thatthe 
‘ ‘ i 1 ( i ncompeti- 
! = i t ed as low as 
‘ ' They ( s speedily and 
: : , * tine ion fo domestic 
. re i t it e i tee ou Manufactures, 
M | 1 om t town of Was 
ojee i in W \ ty, P y ia. The memorial 
s enter tt IMpropriety of travel 
yea tt y i vt ij oom the ’ offices ont i 
( - I F W { horizing such pro- 
:  s ! la memorial 
) nt 0 mpeinted for 
( Mi ! ITA g ne memortai was 
< - tthe s 1 W had ¢ sent toan- 
1 erelore | o refer the 
: , ) ( et t Pust OG and Post Road 
: WW \ rie 
Mr. LINN pre ted] ition of thirteen citizens of Michi 
ving I f ferri ial Government be 
estab!i Oe Ferritory, are! tha line af military 
¢ ' >me i the Columbia 
1} c 1 ’ and that a 
‘ O PAC lier who shail 
' a settle ei term of hi ment has expired 
s ) ed | 
LINN cay hathe v ) Wednesday next ask 
S¢ et . t it} to refund to Major 
G al And J et ist fine Imposed on him at 
New Orlew y Judge Hall, for lischarge of his duty to the 
ats Mr. KING 1 ked, tl ut} Instancea few weeksagoa 
ill wa id t confirming certain land claims, to 
: util “tho louse ol Representatives ona general 
is S4 bill, which would cover and provide for all such cases. He 
; wo moved to take that bill up, for there was little prospect 
that the bill before the [louse would be acted on and becomea 
‘ ‘ iw ’ } ! 
T I Ww ’ 13 in committee of the whole, 
} Wf which w firming the claim of the heirs 
1 i Dolet, deceased, to a tract of 
TT ’ t State of Loui-iana;” and, having been considered, 
was re! tec! he Senate, and ordered to be engrossed fur a 





Mr. KING, abi f the same character, simi- 
arly situated, being a bill confirming the claim of John Baptiate 






. mpte to a tre if land in the » of Louisiana, was taken 
as in comm . the whole; and, after a few remarks by 


i the propriety of delay- 
Puse.ps, for the present, to 
r preference to Claimanis who mizht have the title 
ersy, the bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
ed for a third reading 


PHELPS. LINN, and KING, 
“tron, as suggested by M 
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Mr. LINN said, on the mn of the 
ma, he had, a few week oved to 
character ou the table honed tl 
the House, coveri: g a! s, wo 
was no prospect of that bi l becoming a 
uj’ the bill first a!indedto. The 

The bill toc inue force Le 


private land claims ir 
and the act supplement 
1833; was taken up as 
reported to the Seuate, and ordered to be 
reading 

Mr. TAPPAN, as an act of charity, i 
effort to have action on a! fon 


name not heard; but the mon 
by Messrs. STURGEON a 
departure fron the order of 
the exclusion of other cases « 
The bill tor the relief ot 
agent of the Indian departin 
of the whol 

















THE DIFFICULTIES IN RIOD! 


Mr. ALLEN desired that his re uije 
dentot the United States for tnformat 
touching the difliculues tn Rhode Is} 
founded his letter to the Governor of that 





upand passed upon. The infoimatien cor 


the President, and without a w 
lin refusing action on th 


by aseuse of duty topreseatihe questo 





sisie 





could not abandon the inteution of calli 
Therefore, for the purpose of testing the se 
moved to lay the bill (rei hie 
Of submitting a motion t re 
The question Was put lin th 
The sena e then it i ' 


considera‘ion of the bill for t ) 

Mr. LINN remarked that this was a 
person for whose relief the bill was, s 
moneys of the United States which we 
not recovered. Now, he did not mean to 








he wouk! call the attention of the Senat 
a bill similar } haracter, which pro; 
agent for some W, being the expense 1 


several thousand dollars which were stelen 
tended to vote foi this bill, because he believe 


believed the other should have passed 


inconsisiency in the action of 
an agent credit for the whole amount of 
not recovered, afier tetusing to | 
for expenses li 
mated an intention of moving to are 
make proviaion fur the 
but, after a fewremarks | 
KING, with a view tosh 
in the two cases, the 
amendment, and orderes 
The bill for the relret 
in committee of tie whe | 
and ordered tu be engrossed for a third re 











THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate 
sideration (as ln Committees he whi 
ropriations for the civ 1 diplom 
Government for the year 1542, a the a 
nance Committee which were undisposed 

The ne amendment was on 27h 
strike out “ four thousand,’ and iusert 
hundred and fifteen 

Mr. KING asked jor son expianali 
chairman of the Finance Comiiiitee 

Mr. EVANS observed that the amer 








sidered in Connexion Wil) the succeeds 
13 to sirike out the proviso tl \ pier 
missions of twoand ahali per ¢ 
commiselons) hereiolore allawed 






houses, be discontinued li ali Cases w 








the collector, as such, anda | 
including fees, perquisites, official ure 
and penalties, and commissions, and al 
whatever, shall amour! together to 
wards per annum ; ithe differ 
discharge the duty wis, a 
without any additional illic Com 





formance thereof, except as aoove state 


The commitiee had maturely weighed the 


had come to the couclusien that this 
out, and the whole sum appv 
ceding provision of t 
explanations, with which } 
fi and the amendments were b 
he next amendment was, | 

and 666, being “For outfit of a Char 
of New Granada, four thous ! five | 
sert, “For outfits of Charges d’ Aliatre 
New Granada. and half outfit to < 
fifieen thousand five hundred and filty do 

Mr. KING hoped the chatiman of tie 
would exp! ' 

Mr. EVANS observed (iat the am 
inquiries which had been made at the b 
to which the arrangement of the foreign 1 
longed. Thecommittee iclt 
public service of the Government req tire 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was well awars 
Senate upon this item of appropriation | 





' . 
he sec 




















be proper to discuss at present, Ar 
at once, the disposition to cont 





the present condition of the Tre 
lating the expenses of G 





therefure, to strike out t! 
this should prevail, to 
0 as to leave only | 
that appropriations might be imade o; 
knew to be vacant. The amendment 
tee, proposed an appropriation for Sw 








knew to be full. He (Mir. Wrici Wa 
change proposed; and for the purpose of t 


he made the motion to strike out Swed 
Holland, he had heard it said that the gen 
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United S In that Country desired to he reca but he had | 
! ’ a rit, up ich he authorized to 
Ifthe P \ ner reca - 
tho u was mu Willi ’ fate an € 
Vl rinat pu ! rely t 
Cause LY sil é who u 
iy f | 
Mr EVAN? ! N s 
{ ' New \ Ww i’ As 
! y i ret repre { 
1 sla = il e i 
ul 
t 
Mr. WRIGHT j ction that the py \ 
ster = ga tl Presi w f ) 
te W dts] ! | ! fi 
I ' 
Mr. & VANS he Senator wou reac i 
mor ¢ v \ vi i out the ha 
Hi tried 
Mr. WRIGHT id for that was evider t W 
rv in Holland 
Mr. HHUNTINGTON supposed the ca Lo repr : 
I wo y » Exe i { i t 
{ eles the Gove wsked 
W Improper to ce any inion i ! 
| 
‘ir. W IT observed that. 
i Le W 14 
! mo nil t 4 
S he w Wil iw lt n nh view re Wine} 
é tie tall st i repo é 
A ks were M 1 SEVIER, 
EVANS, WOODBURY 1 MERRICK, w i i i 
rupted ’ tof order, no eing b me 
as the amending was withdraw) 
Mr. WOODBURY insisted ' ti speak 
‘tot rig) mendn t Wi he obje »wa 
nicrease ¢ pLoy ( 5 Ltime that retrenchmer 
iece iryas had beer fmitted and av 
Mr. MERRICK explained his reason f vi i rupted 
e: itor trom New Hampshire 
Mr. EVANS s ! that it Was the usual practice to make aj] 
nropriath ulvanee 
Mr. HENDERSON w f the same opi 
The ame ment Was ther adopted, 
I hit ine Ww page ines 672 
strike o Wenty t ’ two | lred 1 forty 
d i ii iit rer i ho 
lat elog the appropri euse { tor 
ele eT ! 
Mr. BUCHANAN asked sor 
Mr. EVANS expla ! tha Te) ay 
propria B ut Won ad { ! 
‘ 1 ran ke 
t { ! r al a 
v ! ( ive 
i 1 I l 5} 
V i il ( ( { 
V t i ! 
i N | } 
= i j l e 67 I 
Mr. i: VANS he e amer 
It v 
i v ’ 679, after “Londo bree 
P Ss W 1 anise yu g appr 
T N i 2 y } ul 
< \ 
Mr. EVANS f tt ' 
1 s ! it P Berl 
u iL wi s}! 
A a I \f ( I VN ‘ 
P variou ; ! \ 
I i il i ‘ 
N a m Mr. W i 
‘ y | i 
P 
Aso, a i Ain I 
‘ ne ? 
Mr. BUCHANAN t > m iine " 
t i receive x Pa 
Mr. EVANS ! prec info i nt t er 
Y ¢ i A aud i : 
al i i 
Mr. BUCHANAN id J Ww t 
Te ha \ W i t 
) fthel Ss i W é iW 
re ur of v t 
D> yma t vel | | 
t ! iat Lon G I 
Wi er W ha ! ervice 
‘ ry , ‘ ’ { b 
ca N re r > i ermined ' 
; y ( | 
we i lersta { W 
cast noi y WwW 1 
resto And for what rea Hew 
ike t { € cor lat Paris ar ‘ 
more tl I ought to be put i f i 
ir Atha il re ; he wa fe W I 
he w I ‘ Nn sserted t he ¢ 1Ou Wa 
Ni i ) “ ivf fee 1 rive i lr wh i 
office at St. P 1 bent of which | | W 
rt highly i : ! rious indivi id} 
a int niore } an av ze, than $1,500 Th 
inan had mo 1 vice of thiscountry tt 
yo rwhot v road; he pos ed A rie 
j ‘ v I i esti "i by t Rus vel 
l mad eal er i € amo “tt nits tee 
W & 0; whils ex e0 » Sr. Peter 
bur ‘ ' h ore I Pat ! Par N 
€ j I the ¢ t ving Is ¢ Ce ed,to$ nO 
ip Pe or Londo Paris w place which } 
ple we heit I This being the case, why 
houvld tl Pari ve a salary allowed to him 
ttl 3 f A The | { vi ary 
























































Vas as compe ation for the f iz the duties of com 
missioner of clain The necessity lor that duty had ceased 
He had now no duties I se which were 
Vv per ed sul receiving double 
r treble rmou received by American consul 
At the e, too, wher ‘ ry Was eranted, Paris was not 
! } 1 the « suimt 
vi i 1 with tl t 
i C1 i f vas Ww a creat 
iLof dir ule \ Pari 1 the United States. It 
1, ' h ery 2 i € war ther 
ryeth ’ iV ! i uy { O00 
Ww y I hin tt A ! reasons 
, e letters which the ul read, he did 
I ra) itled m polit Ii was true, ap 
| \ t Are ‘ i >the consu 
i wel t ! t \ rican 
{ eiry { | is Was nt mot ini Wa il 
' Wis ! \ ‘ | vas aware 
i woofs. P ‘ place 
1 vi re were ¢ A ‘ lent 
t | f } ( American 
Wi iv hid Lait atin l t 
W ‘ Pp t 
\ i ' WwW very el € 
| An ' ints Very true; he 
( i i wil a i 
} ff ates . . col 
t t Hid ' i 
’ 1 bite These reasor 
i ( ele luce Senate to ce 
{ ) ci i ! ia I f who a! 
rt than liv What he would 
i “ 
EVANS @ v \ 
1 i W rere 
rs. RIVES, BUCTTANAN, EVANS, made few 
i arks with re ( e suppre ’ 4 
Vr. RIVES va eo Y #Yauimne tavor of ¢i 
( t } iV 1 e consul at Par tl has not 
‘ , t ! 5 Ile knew, 7 sol y. tt 
W was In Paris, it wa ource of gene complait 
tl even wit e salary of OOO a {to the tees of the of 
fice, the nsulate found i very difficult to keep out of debt 
lnasmuch as h 1 upon the proposition to suppress the 
salary ' ‘ 1 ovatit hoi etler reasons 
Were shown than any yet adduced for its suj pression, he should 
Vote fort wet ' fihe ¢ mittee 
Mr. MERRICK made a few t aiks, not distinctly heard ir 
' 2 ry 
Mr. KING, f I wuld say it the livir 
and expe ’ i polding ial in’ Lond 
were { vin i} Faris. This sur f 
= Par edin the 
] Vv ~ ' t el ati t 
i 4 N for those 
{ | ! i lO w A vere the circum- 
ces Whi neula va vance { grant 
ula piace with re- 
Mr. WRIGTET ted to y only a si word to the 
wit W he an 1 ] the 
si 4 4 w | wt ! en ce ly 
| ( 4 i a Th 
salari hereto ra rtheco ! it Lor ind Paris, 
were npensa , rd lor ! mms 
rs I ud } t iad creas 
¢ t hey “ i i $ } as consuls 
ut al 1 v begin at the 
4 ' W , el ’ 
M PRESETON } it fie ) ke any al 
wa 3 to €O for ma 1 rational cicuity There 
we inisters fort I } i ré ( { It appeared 
that cons! P . f, to the a mintof 22 000 and 
npwal | Wa esi fee e male nena, 
certaio!y wi fifth « in the pift 
(ove. nt. , lie wouid mention the 
R hoy I Hic fo some al- 
\ e. Ii i tof this 2 OOO vy allowed 
t ! ut Paris, a just distri MK compensation 
Ve j her J es, where the fee 
Mr. EVAN? g i » read a from alette 
" y thee Govern 
n e f f iced $2.300, with 
} i styl ( mcome nid be 
ed by I ne ving a 
} W v ! 
Mr. RIA s | ( i emen 
hia fa ¢ f ' ure fa 
4 mye ervices 
f ( f He 
y V ; extracts 
x ye he for é f Pani 
i \ i Liable 
i ' ' r ents f 
' It ‘ wi per} 
Puri mom | ] , fie w fr N xy 
1 } lie w i i ( ult thi 
wey ' { Thine 
Mr. PRUCITANAN ! ( } t letter 
of ) t , vi i ral le propriety 
) ish i The ¢ ul how much 
his salary | w tl his prece or, t 
} . ’ : ) ry them won 
i Mi r , 
= r f Nai pe rr ! 
ai nd five nt | Ss 
wee hree a usand 
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Mr. WRIGAT said, if the motion to go into executive session 
was intended to be pressed, before taking the question he de 
sired to submit an amendment, for the purpose of having it 
printed, which he intended to offer after the bill was reported to 
the Senate. The amendment was ofa, complicated characier, 
iorized the disuict attorneys, aud clerks of district 
{ inarshals of the United 
reasury periodical re- 











Y erks of circuit courts, ar 








States, to make to the Secretary of the 

















turns , of all fees and emoluments of their respective 
fi oulshing those payable on the bankrupt law. It 
ulso prescribes th wance tu those officers for certain ser- 
vices, & 
The question W ken, and the amendment was ordered to 
; ed 
Thea stion Waath sit he motion to go into executive 
ar isacreed by ryes 13, nees lo 
Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks condet ry ofthe prac 
( rf { rn y lo ) A ad particu ol the course 
the H ; i's OW mei urring an enor- 
mou pe t ivi themselves, ant 
then calling upon the Ss ( nat riation covering 
ic ext nae 
Mr. BUCHANAN would v in favor of the motion to 
rike out proposed by tie Senator fiom Missouri, if for no 
} reason, becalise if Was an expense incurred 1n consequence 
a resolution of the House, agopted on the last night of the 
session. Let the proposit come in as a distinct measure, 
and rd uy 8 ier 
Mr. MANGUM w inxious to have a little more time, for 
the rte °° ol cons ler ig I W th t ‘ et ca mm be t a t 1ined 
reventing the re rt uch hing again 
The Senate, mouon of Mr. KERR, went into executive 
slou; aud, after so: ime §j ierein, acjourned 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
RA RDA A I, 1Sd2. 
Mr. HUNT Jatd uy the Clerk’s table the memorial 
of Jeremiah Fisher and 105 hers, crizens of Petersbureh, 


Rersselaer county, New York, in favor of a protective 
ta if 


Mr. WESTBROOK pi ted the petition of fifty-six citizens 
of Mauch Chunk, Northamy lity, Pe yi¥ania, paying 

r the retention of . ff of 1859, for pr 1on against for- 
eiga manuiactures, and rprompt action, placing the country 
a proper state of ence; al | x forelen vesselg 

trying vur inais from o of Gur seaport towns to an- 
other. 

Mr. R. McCLELGLAN, from the Committee on Patents, report: 
ed e! ” a t 

A bill fo » relief of Hazard Know les; also, a bill for the re- 


efo Ww 











r. ADAMS asked ey t use to pre- 
nt ame tial y Edward Hl. Robbins, and about 30 
er resi ts of Ma “hut . In relat io a protective 
tariff, The memorial wes ned, amongst others, by a late 
Representative i House iid, perhape by some persons 
10 Were Con ted wuhim ‘tures at Lowell. Me asked 
i sion of the House py nt ii, and that it mieht be 
printed with the names of the petitioners,—[{Mr. Hopkins. I 
. ‘ ana tel 1 to ( nittee f the Whole on the 
ute of the Union, to whom the report of the chairman of the 
Committe M ucture tal heen referred: and, it 
mak this imeati he wl 1? state a few reasons for ask- 
ine this t ' 


is permis ( 
Mit. HOPKINS was understood again to object, because this 
was priva day 


Mr. ADAMS said he asked this permission, first, from per- 





sonal considerations; next, for considerations reiating to hig 
‘olleagues on this floor; and, further, for considerations affect- 





i i cfabie persons, Whose characters 
were yesterday arraigned inthe debate relating to the report of 








one of the ¢ nmMissionel 1p} nite ’ ate the concerns 
of the New York custom house Iie repeated that he asked 
} rinission because his own personal character was in- 
voly: din it, lithe character of every one of his colleagues 
on this floor, of whom he regretted so small a portion were then 
under his ey e regretted it, becaure he wished to call their 
attention. wellas the attention ofthe Ti 6 snd of the pa- 
tion, to thechars m Which thes rraigned 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN | +, and inquired if this de- 
ite Wet whether he should have the right to participate 
in it: 1 ', he should ob fo te, 

Mr. WisE. Ob, Mr it wn, lethim explain, 


Mr. ADAMS resumed. Sir, the gentieman’s character has 
not been arral i, or — 
The SPEAKER interposed, asd said, objection having been 
made, the gentleman was notin order without the consent of 
the House 

Mr. ADAMS said he would move, then, a suspension of the 
rules; and he requested the permission to proceed in justifica- 
tion of his personal character 

Mr. HOPKINS said he withdrew the objection which he had 









WISE remarked, that it was proper the gentleman from 
husetts should explain, because the report to which he 
luded had been brought into the House and ordered to be 








rinted. ‘ 

Mr. PROFFIT reminded the gentleman from Massachusetts 

tthe report was brought in by the votes of the gentleman 
him f and his own friends 


Mr. ADAMS adinitted that he yesterday voted against a re- 
consideration. bece | the report wonld be printed, 
that they mizht meet its allegations face to face. In the course 
of the debate yesterday on that subject, certain remarks were 
made by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] which he 
saw, at once, called immediately for action from every member 
from the S'ate of Massachueetts on this floor, and that they 
hould be prepared to meet what that paper might divulge; but 
it called not only on him and on his colleagues. butalso on the 
signers of the memorial which he then presented. They were 
ve sterday that the re portol the investigation of h con- 
cerns of the New York « m-house wasto be turned into a 
political engir notonly an anti-tariti engine, but to blot the 
character of many of the most respectable citizens of this 
Union from the State of Massachusetis; and he hoped such of 
3 colleagues as might 1 be present then, would see the sub. 
ance of that charge, as it was reported in the papers of this 
morning. It wasto be an anti-tariff engine; it wasto put down 
every thing in this House, and elsewhere, in favor of a protec. 
tive tariff; and it was to call upon the State of South Caroling 
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to erect a monument of marble to this commissioner who had 
investigated the affairs of the New York custom-house 

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, the genueman—— 

Mr. ADAMS, (warmly.) No, sir: the gentleman shall ex- 
plain after I have done. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman had put a construction on the 
published report of yesterday’s proceedings, which they would 
not bear; and he wistied to set the gentieman right. He had 
been told that he had been misunderstood by others also, and 
he wished to say that he had not meant to say that the commis- 
sioners’ report would be found to be true. He did hot mean to 
endorse it, but ‘o judge it afrer he had examined it; and he 
merely intended to inform the Representatives from Massachu- 
setts that there was such mattet in it which it was all-important 
the gentlemen should} acquainted with, as well as the gentle 
men who were attacked, that they might defend themselves 
against those There was one gentleman attacked, 
that he would 3 warmly as any frend he had on that 
floor--a gentleman connected with the manufacturing interesia 
of Boston, and the manutacturing interests of the country— 
against whom he should require the very strongest evidence fo 
prove any thing like bribery. He had intended, a to com- 
plain on behalf of the manufacturing Interest of the North, and 
of gentlemen connected with the manufacturing interest, that 
this report, inculpating their characters, had been brought in 
improperly, if not surreptiviously, foresialling the reports to be 
made by two other of the commissioners, whose reports would 
have done those manufacturing gentlemen justice. He meant 
to complain that injury was unjusily done to them; and hesaid 
this, and he now repeated it—and he was sure the gentleman 
from Massachusetts would approve it—that if the charges were 
true, a debt of gratitude would be due to Geerge Poindexter for 
bringing them to light He hoped gentle »an understood 
him. He complained of the printing of that report before the 







































reports of the other commissicners were brought In. A letter 
had been brought there from the President; and it must have 
ot there through the instrumentality of George Poindexter 
Fimselt 

Mr. CAMPBELL interposed, an? remarked that + rentle- 
man fron Virginia had risen for a personal explae n, and 
was NOW going Into a discussion of ot matter; and We this 
were tolerated, the friends of the other commissiviie st b 
heard also. 

Mr. WISE said! } and he warned 
Mesars. Kelly and S:ewart that their reports ought to come to 
the House pari passu with the report of George Poindexter: 
he desired this, though an anti tariff man himself. He hoped 
the gentleman from Massachuseits now understood him. He 
also wanted the letter of George Poindexter, to which the letter 
of the President read there yesterday was an answer, called for 
and brought up 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN rose to a point of order. This 
debate had arisen on the presentation of a petition, in regard to 
which the rules required that the substance only should be 
stated by the member presenting it. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN called the gentdeman fiom Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. ©. Brown] to ordei 

Mr. CUSHING moved that his colleague have leave to pro- 
ceed, 

Mr. ADAMS resumed. He was happy to receive the expla 
nation of the gen:leman from Virginia, because it appeared 
that, in asking the favor which he had solicited from the House, 
he had done that which the geatleman from Viiginia desired 
should be done; for he alleged his motive in making the re- 
marks which he had made to the House yesterday, to be to give 
an opportunity to meet the charges. He said his motive was to 
inform the geiitlemen of the charges; and certainly, in giving 
them that information, it was bis intention that they should 
notice it properly, and that could only be done in the 
manner in which he [Mr ADAMS} Was proceeding 
The memorial which he then presented he received last 
night, and wt gave him the Spportunity, as he conceived, 
to demand this right, for it related to a protective tariff, 
which the great “Poindexter gun”? was to blow sky high, besides 
blasting the character, by charging them with corruption and 
bribery, of ‘he manutacturers ot Lowell. And these were the rea- 
sons why he called upon his colleagues to answer these charges. 
He thanked the gentleman from Virginia for his motives, and 
he woul! take the benefit of them; aud he now asked leave to 
resent this memorial in the manner Which he had signified. 
Te also asked leave to read th 
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made by the gentle- 


retnarks 
man from Virginia [Mr. Wise] yesterd o show the interest 
which he and all his colleatues had in this subject. he gen. 
tleman trom Virginia (Mr. Wise] thus spoke of one of the com- 
unissioners, according to the report 

“He then proceeded to inquire who was George Poindex er? 
And, after passing high compliments on his intelligence and 
standing, his fearlessless and indepen admitting he 
had been among the leading members in the Senate, and the 
Ajax of legislation in his own State, inferred from the whole 
that he must well know the course of the committee to be an 
abuse, and, if now on the floor oi the Senate, would be the last 
man to justify it.’ 

The gentleman from Virginia had since retracted, and said 
that Governor Poindexter had communication under summons. 

Mr. WISE expained. He was not answerable for the re 
port of the Luteliigencer, which the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts had quoted ; the report wasincorrect; indeed, it professed 
but tobe a currentreport. The reporter was in error in jak 
ing him call Governor Poindexter the Ajax of legislation—he 
had said Atlas. If he had been fully reported, he would not 
have been misunderstood 

Mr. ADAMS had taken the rejort of a third person in pref.- 
erence to his own recollection, because he night have mis- 
cunceived the remarks of the gentleman; but it was possible 
that the report for the Intelligencer was mistaken. He the: 
proceeded with the report of the gentleman’s remarks, observ- 
ing that the gentleman ef Virginia was arguing in favor ofa 
reconsideration of the vote by which the report of Governor 
Poindexter was ordered to be printed, on the ground that when 
itcame it ought to be accompanied by the reports of the other 
commissioners. That might be a very good reason for the 
gentleman from Virginia, but it was not so for him (Mr. 
ADAMS.) The instant he was apprized that himself, his col 
leagues, and hie constituents, whom he believed to be honest 
and honorable men, were implicated by these papers, that was 
precisely the reason, of all others, he should have for saying, 
“ Bring it forward at once; Jet us see what it is; let us meet 
it face to face.” If they were charged with crimes, let them have 
a fair and honcrable trial ; he therefore voted for it, forthe very 
reason for which the gentleman from Virginia opposed it 
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his character, and the character cf his colleagues and constitu. 
ents, and to merit a monumentat the ha of the people of 
South Carolina Ile wo 1 read the words as ev were re 
yrted in the li igencer; a t V erro \ it 
gentieman could have a py \ ity to « rre hem; aud to 
those words | 1 the atiention of the House, as he did 
of the wi sUnTY 
“How could the President have had it ten daya, when the re 
port was not made ul the 2th? Tdo notsay 1 know the tact; it 
mav have been in the hands of the Presice vthe 12h; but it 
Was f alled, ai bor retu i the 20h Butacmit he had 
It for ten day he was to 1) mpare it with th her re 
ports, refiect i tue Whole, apd then write tis message to Con- 
g1 "‘bhe whole measur riginated \ n; and a most 
inj anirey i a nly oly the cond and 
Character of me 1 e New Yor! stom -HouUs i fioyt, of 
( ts, Of Carne W ass ind others u it establishment— 
i tell New E t eme i wihat it it 
\ e Le f \ g Bb mand In 
Low hie i New E a ie tiie ‘ s of capi 
tali es , ureinvoly 1 t inents 3 e re 
port are tive, meu of this d mpuodon have beeu engaged in a 
conspliacy to brive cue n-house officers to seize on Wo 
Jen: 2OOds, for the bene ifthe manufacturers of New England, 
° 2 
“He believed this very report would be fouad to be one of the 
Strongest anui-tarifi documents ever pu rih tothe community; 
interest of the co vw d be gratified by 
re})oi , y Involved tl ter of the 
ers at New York, but also of comm 
were rs 1 Of them to be 
yi ! 5 ro-tarli Whi nd ullimately 
t representicg the Siate of M ichusetts 
i ! tb issured i eperenads In 
View than a mei re rt yo) ALUSE ' rrecion ol e rev- 
enue laws ite se the tiiquices of protective 
sysiem, an rate V ( wiry fi heir inflietio 
the whole > yaad pari iriy = = 1 Cat na, 
ht to ef i € i i“ y i 
Iie (Mr. A 1 Wish ipon ra 
drawn betw he mia aeLu 
€ ,oru Wa st t el 
e ¢ uso t } m e post 
is [ Wa »obcana i ! € t Why 
rtfl cument? Was é nor P Xter se 
lected, i i ! »go he New rk Custom 
house, y tie ! deetri or Was tha he use to be 
mad por he supposition that fixes bribery and 
corruption on anyt v Suppose it was true that every per 
son charged, and eve mh ¢ cted witl he New York 
| t of bribery: what had at to do 
i He iced this for the purpose of 
ieu lat Was to made of this rt, 
jug 1 re ms ol this Union; 
and he prot il, even su} ing t che of bri 
bery could be fixe ‘ i 
Me. WISE aga ned permission to ex] ! H id 
his intentios to char iny thi wal anybody, 
but lO NOmly 3 ‘ I v Bos 1, (hat the 
re rt involved the ] a was kely 
be d ) iif P ers report W iblishec before th 
otber twocame i 
Mr. CUSHING also desired permi nt ite why he had 
voted bee v Ly if i 7 1 con 
ei { th i 7a la x i y ol 
printed t y } Jesse Tos i | it W 
1 ! il} I Ww \ iin} t pa O1 whom were 
C tituen ( s Ww Hle wa tus y s Jacoas Sey 
tember las ) h y f nve i e what was 
t Upp he Ww } ) lie ¢ m- 
i his f ‘ wert 1 implicated, 
a as he (Mr. C i id then, that } ullenged 
nive j i V Vel i ( ’ i ’ he 
lebate, h h VI k ‘ I ero 
centlemen. Havi had an inti t fv wa »come, 
was desir it 1 r, and net ex 
17 t ' 5 e ! 1 t ! 
evitence on W wa i ! f ! ! 4 
locume ‘ which it wast He had 
8 7) ! view W ! , 2itis ne res 
in ‘ ing on P ve for this repor 
Inist? ) eirl oO ult ot th 
A ra ythat, | hud @ S2Y it the 
tof the Uni = shad no purpo cept ta do jus 
ihe worid, nid to take care ! ce wes not 
dividuals; and if he lestred inor nthree days 
l thisdocument of thre hundred pa %, It Was that he 
know how far: Only Private tucividuate, but pu 
were aflected by this document. He (Mr. Crsuinc) 
knew of no purpose to suppress the report on the part of the 
President, nor of any purpose but to see impartial justice done 
to all parues 
Mr. GARRETT DAVIS 1 cdif the President has not de- 
sired the commissioners to rvake t xamination of Mr. Cur 
tis’s administration? 
Mr. CUSHING Private letters have been bie e 





Mr. STANLY No; not private Jetters 
Mr. CUSHING esarcely knew how ,to disti 

blic and private letters 

Mr. ADAMS + exceedingly un 
Willing to interrupt lis colleague, yet, as he had only yielded 
for a persona! ination, he must beg that his colleague 
would confi 1e himself to that 

Mr. CUSHING aid not wish to trespass on the ind 


his colleague; andit he was unw 


ruish between 





ing to permit him t 


this collateral matter, he wou iot do it. He then 
plained the reason for his » yesterday, which was 
he before stated theta 1€ | rs might come forth 
thatthe country might judge e whole matter. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed, and reiterated his desire to have the 
papers printed as soon as possible, that they might know the 
nature of the charges preferred against them But there was 


another subject, and that alone would have induced him to vote 


against the recoCsideration; it was the letter of the President 
read yesterday by the gentleman from New York (Mr. Lrnwn_] 
That letter contained the most astonishing sentiments he had 
ever heard on that floor. It was a letter from the President of 
the United States to the commission 

Mr. WISE desired to correct the gentleman as toa matter of 




















fact. It was not a letter from “the President of the United 
States to the commission;” it was never laid before the com- 
was written to Governor Poindexter alone; and 
he asked the o had produced the letter here, to bring for- 
ward also the lever to which it wasa reply. 
Mr. ADAMS wo read an extract from the letter, and to it 
led the attention of the House and of the nation 
commission on which, at my own request, you and 
! ted Lo serve, Was instituted, and the report of the 
3 now wa ' hy me FOR MY OWN INFORMA: 
rion. I do not doubt but tha Vill Confaln many suggestions 
with regard to the custum-houses, and the mode of transacting 
business most worthy ‘o be recommended by me to Congress. 
And should it bring to my knowled any facts implicaung 
those now tu vilice, Lo an extent or Upon grounds requiring the 
Executive aciion ineregard to them, I shall, without any 
promt rs by Ci ress, who have rightfu ly nothing to do 
with it, discharge my duty to the country withoutfear. That 
Ihave, fora considerable Ume, most anxiously desired the re- 
port to be made, L will notdeny. Whether, ic made, I shall 
to communicate the entire eportio Congress, or 
public, of ntent myself with adopting its 
, and urging them upon the d 





mission, but 











COM missione 








liberauions of 
aisv Will be the time 





t bef my Ow decision; as 
and occasion fur making It ’ 
He (Mr. ADAMS) Was surprised at the sentiments here ex- 
ed he had opposed the reconsideration of the vote or- 
wtto be printed, because he was unwilling to 
i power of this gentleman, who says Congress 
“have rightfully nothing todo with i,” Congress nothing to 
lowith matfeasance in public office! What was that House 
for?) And why was the power of impeachment given to them} 
Why was that House engaged m that investigauon for such a 
lengt Why had they given power to committees to 











on ? 


en i 
watt iin 








Investigate other subjects of similar character? Why wasall 
this done, if the gentleman whe was the tenant of the White 
Hlouse was to decide i had really nothing to 
dowitth i? Io hisepi 2 great deal to do with 

Congress would 4 than if the report 
ha isentt ) vartinent or to the Presi- 
( fthe United Stat i 


servation that this letter was @ 
private one, which, how: ver, Was not Written under the mnyunc- 
,if they almitted the doctrine that Con- 





gress had not » with this matter, they might as well 
disperse, an whole people of the commonwealth in 
the hands of one man. He wouldeay of the report itself, that 





if he had the 240 votes of the members of that House, he would 
have given them all against the reconsideration. But he had 
( nger than he had intended; his object was solel 

what he now requested—that this memorial, coming, as it did, 
from some cf those very persons implicated in the report of the 
commissioner, and connected with the very Interest which the 
gentleman from Virginia said was to be blown sky-high, never 
o show iis face Leve again, might be received and printed, with 
the names aunexed to rt, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, to whom t f tt the Committee 











port of the chairman of the 
on Manutactures had been referred 
Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to ad 


*r Were started, 


ess the House; but various 
ilenian avowing their des 


Ona 


som 














ie to be to proceed with the private calendar. 

The SPEAKER was understood to decile against the con- 
ti ince of the debate. The rule prescribes thata brief explana 
tionof amen ilonty shall be made on its presentation; and 
if i ecomes debatable, esubjuct must necessarily go over. 
In this case, the gentleman from Maesachusetis had been al- 


lowed to go Into personal explanation by universal consent; but 
the debate could net be carried further, Without Lhe consent of 
the House. 

An appeal was taken from the Speaker’s decision by Mr. 
TRIPLET: which, on motion of Mr. WARREN, was laid on 
the table: ayes 03, noes 68. A motion to suspeud the rules, to 
permit the debate to continue, was negatived, and the whole 

ibject Went over 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
reported a bili making appropriations tor the payment of bavy 
pensions; which was twice read, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole [louse on the Union, and ordered to 
be printed 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, on leave, introduced a bill to divide the 

{ ; Which was twice 
ithe Judiciary 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked leave to present a report 
from the Commitee for the District of Columbia; but objection 
being made, the report was not received 

Mr. COWEN moved ihe reconsideration of the vote on 
ordering the bill for the reliefof Farrow and Harris to be en- 
grossed for au reading; and, after a discussion, in which 
Messrs, COWEN, CLIFFORD, EVEREiT, ROOSEVELT, 
JONES of Virgmia, GORDON, asd UNDERWOOD, took 

rt insideration was taken, and carried 





t th 


state of the 


of Kentucky Into two judicial disirict 


State 
read, and re rred to the Committee 


part, the question on the ree 
under the previous quesuon, 
by Mi. BRIG 


amendment was also recone! 





On motion is, the voteon Mr. UNpERWoop’s 
red; and then, on taking the quos 
tion on said amendment, it was rejected. 


The bill was then ordered to be eugrossed, without a divie- 
ion 


The question tl comi: n its passage, 
Mr. MEDILL addressed the riouse at some !ength in opposi 


tion to i; alter which, the question was taken by yeas and nays, 
yeas 41, nays 52, 
' 





So the rejected. 

Mr. ANDREWS then moved to reconsider the vote juet 
giver: and also moved that the House adjourn; but the latter 
motion was not carried 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question on the motion 
for reconsideration; and there was asecend. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsy!vania moved that the House ad- 
journ: rejected 

The main question was then ordered on the reconsideration; 
when 

Mr. ANDREWS called for tellers; but they were not order- 
ed-—there being only two in the affirmative, and ninety in the 
negative. 

No quorum voting — 

Mr. STANLY moved an adjournment. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and, on taking the question, resulted in—yeas 41, nays 
SO. 

The question was then taken on the reconeideration, and car 
ried 
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the decision ¢ 





rrose between the ab 


the Chair was not two-fol 





rom the table was not debatab! 
was substan- 


resolut ion 
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committee CHAIR admitted that he had decided, first 
otin order for the Senator ta make any retnarke afier the yeas 
ys had been ordered, ar 


» modified his decision to cover 





he President 





he Secretary hac 


authorize: the ground as- 








sumed by Mr. [uatrncTon, as that on which his decisien had 
been founded, 
Ir. W RIGHT then Will 
Chair’s oriainal decision. 
Mr. ALLEN rec ipitulated the matter, and observed that, 
when interrupted by the Senator from South Carolina he was 
hat he believed to be a fact, toshow 


was about tosubmit was of such con- 
} 








his appeal founded on the 


goiug on to stale a fact, or W 


- motion whic 





sequence that, if adopted, it might save the Government from 
eing embroiled civil War — 
Mr. PRESTON calicd the Sena on from Ohio again to order. 
Mr. LINN rose toask his friend from South Carolina (Mr. 


} 


PRESTON t to press Us rigid mode of proceeding, as it was 
eVideut that it would not eflect his object. It Was in vain to en- 
force a decision made on a specific occasion by the Senate last 
session, When pelitical excitement ran su high, as a settled pre- 
cedent for acuion upon other occasions. That decision was not 
only in direct con:ravention of the long-established practice of 
the Senate for years and years, but io the teeth of all par- 
liameniary rules T facts of this case Cannot be suppressed; 
aud this mode ofattempling that object is 30 contrary to the set- 





i 








tied practice and courtesy of the Renate, that he hoped the Sen- 
ato: fromSouth Carolina, (Mr. Preston } on recousiderauon, 
would see the propriety of withdrawing his pout of order. 

Mr. PRESTON obs-rved, that no one was more disposed to 
yield both to the piaciice of the Sen aie anid to the usual cour- 


esy due from one member to another, upon all subjects in 











hemsels ; buton ‘hie subject it had been 
decided by diy, that it was not expedient to 
debate it, and ed the observance of the rule 
He is sorry he cous! ta a request of the Senator 
from Missouri {Mr. Linn.j He felt bou nd to persist in hia 


point of order. ; 
fhe PRESIDENT pro tem. said that the Chair had been 


called on for a decision upon this point. The Senator from 
Ojnio had inoved to take up the :esolution which he had offered 
some days ago, aad oflzred to state certain facts as a reason for 
taking the matter uy Ii was unnecessary for the Chairto go 


furtaer back than the last session for the decision of this ques- 
tien 

= ! from the journal of the 
t, upon a mouen to take 
itd upon the table, the quesion 





he sense of the Senate should be 
taken as lo her they would now sustala that decision. 

It was well known that h ui, some time ago, submitted a 
resolution calling Executive of the United States for 
Iniormation as tk facts In his possession, and upon which 
he had taken some action, in regard tothe affairs of Rhode Is- 

He held it wasnot the t evs of this Government to in- 
ricre with the affairs of that State; and his sole ubject was to 
facts upon which the Executive 

STON here made a point of order, 














obtain t 





had proceeded. [Mr 
i 








and insisted that the Senator from Ohio had no right to enter 
lato any mentor explanation whatever. } 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senate would perceive that he was illus- 
trating what would necessarily be the effects arising from the 
decision of the Chatr, if that decision were sustained; for 1 was 





riant, in all such es, to look to the consequences 
arising from the decision, as to the decision itself. He had stated 
whatthe resolution was, and what was its object; and he had now 
resolution up; and upon making 
) i posed to submil to the Senate a fact, or 
that which he had reason to believe to be a tact, directly refer- 
ring tothe ithe resolution had reference; and 
he desired to state this fact as a reason which ought to prevail 
with the Senate to induce them to tukeitup. 
Mr. PRESTON sudmitied to the d cision of the Chair 
whether this Course was correct. 
Tie CHAIR responced, that it had been declared by the Sen- 
pon théoccurrence ofa similar question 


qulle as imipre 











ate at the last session 





of order, to be incorree 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose and remarked that, in his apprehen- 
sion, a decision of the Senate upon a point of order was not irre- 
versible; it was not like the laws of the Medes and Persians. 
They certainly had the power of reconsidering the question, and 
ot determining as wo the right of debating a subject upon a mo- 
tion to take up that subject, Courts of justice clten reversed 
their own decisions. He thought that reason and common sense 
dictated that the decision of the Senate upon that point of order 
should be reversed; and if the Senator had an extreme case to 
state, he should mostassured!y be permitted to do it argumenta- 
tively, to show thal the decision of the Senate would be de- 
structive of the tterests of the country. 

Mr. MERRICK inquired whether, if the decision of the Chair 
were sustained, the gentieman would be restrained from pro- 
cerding? 

ALLEN observed, that he did not consider that he would 
be entirely precluded. The decision of the Chair was calcula- 
ted to circumscribe the range of his observations, but not to 
prohibit hin from adducing arguments altogether. In his 
view the decision was entirely wrong; it Was wrong to pre- 
scribe toa Senator what argumenis he should use, and what 
he should not use. By doimg so, the very strongest and most 
forcible reasons which he hag to ake ce might be excluded. 

N hat was the object of the appeal? It was to enable the Senate 
to review the decision ot the Chair; and in order that the Sen- 
ate might propefly review tke question, Senatora had unques- 
tionably the right to give all the reasons appertaining to the con- 
sequeices resulting frora tie vecision of the Chair. It was the 
practice in courts of justice, even upon the most abstruse points 
of law, for the courts to reconsider and reverse their decision; 
but it would be surd to say that counsel should not beal- 
lowed to illustrate the justice or injustice, the good or evil 
consequences, resulting from the decision against which he 
contends. He should say very litte more. He had already 
stated that it was the object of the resolution to prevent an In- 
terference in the aflairsef Rhode Island. 

Mr. MERRICK said he understood the Chair to have decided 
that wis not in order to discuss the subject of the resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN. ‘The Chair decided that the remarka I made 
were not inorder. Very well; | am willing to consider them 
out of order; and I now propose to offer some other remarks. 
It was well known to every Senator that the resolution had 

reference to the effairs of Rhode Island. He had proposed to 
state only what the Senate knew perfectly well already, in order 
to show the propriety of taking up the resoluuon, and acting 
upon it. The whole country had been put in possession of the 
fact, that the President of the United States had taken some 
action in reference to Rhode Island. He was merely going to 
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mention the fact, that he had ordered a part of the standing 
army to proceed to that Siate, and that they were now on the 
way—three coinpanies of the United Siates troops havi 
ed through Baltimore yesterday, from Old Point Comf 
report goes, on tieir way to Rhode Isiai.d 

Mc. PRESTON again insisted upon his point of order. The 
gentieman had stated his fact, in spite of the 
Chair, and he now dematded that the decision be 

Mr. ALLEN. The quest: 
cision of the Chair. Let 
determined whetherthe Motivu to take 
bated or not. 

Mr ARCHER observed that as the gentleman had aitained 
his point by a no'orious breach of order, and had made 
statementia spite of the Chair's decision, t 
of but litle use. He thought. if the gen 
the matter, he would see the 
appeal. 

Mr. ALLEN. 1 will consider what the Senator saya when 
it becomes considerable. The originatiog of the poiut of order, 
or the debate itsell, is not attributable to me. When I fiest of- 
fered the resoludion, I stated positively an A unequivocally that 
] would not say one word upon iis passaze, and sat down with 
that determination, when a motion was inade to lay the ré 
tien on the table. If, therefore, there has been a violatik 
order, it cannot be laid at my door; but Esiall continue ¢ 
lieve that the Senate will be inexcusable 
allow the Executive to tnirchan army 
Island. 

Mr. CALHOUN did it rise to discuss the que stion of order. 
but merely to state the grounds upen which hes 
He believed that the decision of the Ch was y Wivl 
andin the face of atl parliamentary rules. He beliey 
the que ation to fake upa resolut 





rtijasa 





cecision of the 
enforced 
al from tt 


Llet it be 


Is Upolu the 





et, all 





nis 
appeal would be 
in would consider 
propriety of withdrawicg the 





solu- 





Ho they sit quis 


Luto Lie Bt 





ate of I 











ed that 
acct rdir 
to the rules of pariiam ntary Jicactice; and i.e would therefore 
vote according to what he conceived to b 
ary practice. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he ¢id not profess to be at 
quainted with the rvles of this body ; but he | 
furm courtesy wh 
the very best rule which could be adopt 
themselves into the existing diflicu! 
press the discussion of a s 


ion Was discussitle, 





the true parliament- 





all ac- 
eved that uni- 
*h had prevail d among its menbers ‘vas 
They had brought 
tes by attempting to sup- 
bject which tiust inevitab ly be dis. 
cussed. Jt was utterly impossible that its discusst cou'd be 
avoided. Itdemands the atiention of the Se: 
He was sorry that they had succeed 
at the time when it should properly have been considered; 
he believed the disastrous 
might have been preveited. 

There wascertaiuly a piain and palpable distinction between 
entering into an argument aid mere.y traking 
ofasimple fact. i he(Mr. B.) could vise in his 
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and sais untry 





ip stil ne the di cussion 





for 
scenes Which had since occurred 





starement 








tril ¢ 
scientiously declare that he belicved a civil war would be the 
ange pie of refusing 1o take up and Cousider a given sub- 
, he certainly thought it would e an atbitrary decision if 


he were refused pe rhuission to make the statement. 

to receive information of facts which had transpired 
lateoduction ofthe subject to the notice of 
led him to believe that, by taking op the sul 

a Civil war might be prevenced, wouid such an announce- 
ment be out of order He believed the decision of the Chair 
was wrong, and he would therefore vote to reverse it. 

The discussion on the point of order was further continued 
by Messrs. SMITH, of Connecticut, YOUNG, WOOPBURY 

BUCHANAN, and ALLIN, in support of the ap 
Messrs. MERRICK, SIMMONS, 
HUNTINGTON, in suport o1 

The question was taken 
sustained 

The question then recurred on the motion to take up the reso- 
lution; upon which the yeas aod nuys were ordered 

Mr. ALLEN said the Senator from: Ale bama {Mr 
suggested a modification ci his resulu con; 
posed to accede, so far as to retail ibstance of the inquiry, 
aud, at the same time, render M usobjectionable; so that the 
resolution could be taken up and adopted, without further dis- 
cussion. 

Mr CALHOUN,. Do I understand the Senator to offer his 
modified resolution now? 

Mr. SIMMONS objected to any mod...cauion, before the reso- 
jution was taken up, on the grouud that, if the resolution was 
before the Senate in any form. he would have io mek: 
the explanauion prt sed on a former occasion. He could 
not, therefore, be a party to any promise not to debate the 
matter 

Mr. CALHOUN differed from the Senator from Per nsyl- 
vania {Mr. BucuANAN] as to the propriety of ; 
discussion on the affairs in Rhode Island. He the 
danger was in debating the matter, thereby produc 
citement, which was, of all things, to be avoided. a 
veen his objection to the resolution heretofore. If it had beer 
presented ip such a form as (to avoid discussion, ie Would hav 
voted for it cheerfully. 

The question was then puton the motion to take up the reso- 
lution, and decided in the negative, on yeas and nays as fol- 
lows 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Taj pan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright. and Y oung—15. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Archer, Ba aby, Barrow, Bat es, Bayard, 
Calhoun, a Clayton, Conrad, Craft s, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Evins, Graham, Huntin igion, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Porter, Svenen. Rives, Simmuns, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Sprague, Valimadge, White, and Woodbridge—2s. 

Mr. WHITE said, from the lateness of the hour it was evi 
dent that no progress could be made in the appropriation bi! 
he would therefore move to go into executive session. The 
motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the cor 
eration of executive business; aud after some time spent th 
in, adjourned. 
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IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 2, 1842 


Mr. BRIGGS asked leave to offer the followi ing resolution, 
which was read for information : 

Resolved, That, for the purpose of ventilating the hall of the 
House of Representatives, and giving an opportunity to lay 
down the summer matting, as has been done in prev ous long 
sessions, this House will, when it adjourns on Thursday next, 
adjourn to meet on the following Monday. 


{| 





J )INSON objecied 





Mr. CAVE 






























































M MOR. SN i ired to know if the race commenced at 
that ti 

3 mn € rs. CAVE JOHN- 
SON WELI it matter 

Wi f let t esolution 

Mit uomi i tha a rescluuon was at all 

AKER decided the reso nwbei ler, und 
which " 
) i L Tele fix the day » which 
i iwaysil rede The mo 
nou y bie t i with 
out deba 

And juestior " adoption of the resol ution— 

Mr CAVE JOHNSON ed > yeusa ys; Wh al 
fer some conversation and duusis as to the presence Of a q10- 
rum, were refused 

Mr. THOMP-ON, of Indiana, moved to lay the resvlution 
) e tabie which t \ rejecte 

And the quesito curril i the adoption of the resolu 
lor 

Mi. HOPKINS desired to be formed by the SPEAKER 

hether ithad oot been the usiform prac 1 the Mouse c 
f y veaistoa { he pury mies 1? 

i SPEAKER tt I form practice 
of the If s n in Congress period de 

t i » \ 1 Mr HopKrm wa 
rather furti \ SPEAKER Was Wilil v wer 
for 

And, t u he reso 100 Was adopted 

PHE NAVI 

Mr. FILLMORE, on leave given, reported back from the 
Commitee ot WW “uy ind M I Ww itl same id n 
recoi rittecd, the j t ig al peebad s forthe naval ser 

12, with cert mend s thereto 
rred to the ¢ mittee of the W the 
with th endments and the accor 1pa- 
nying rey , was orderedto be yi 
Pi iLL 

Mr. GENRY roseand stated that, for reasons beyond hi 
control, he must necessarily be abse ui the next ‘private-bill 
lav, There were ydills which had n reported trom the 
{ mittee of the Whole, which would « y no time re 
bel ) roversy a ! ‘ ' \ v { ye 
bie for him tob re W the bills wor yne up, he asked 

a favor that the Hot W ty p and se ol 
hem. 

No ot ion having mad the f vi hills on the 
Speake \ ore ' ivd readir at 
nl ! ta thor time I Iv 

A er fat Ge e May ’ 1 

A b:ii for tt i Clark Wa ” 

Puk CUSTOM HK SUS] EPORTS, 

Mr EVEREPT ve jat the Hou-e reso! itself into 
Comunittes t the Wi} On t ( Union, for the 
purpose {i iming U Nsiderallon of t nv nmcnt 
bi 

f Virgin vas understced to ask leave 
to 0 u 
ire t rine t “PEAK whe 

et ru I ,Y t s M = lida for e 
purpose of receiving a lisposi ~ Execuuuve communica- 

Yi SPEAKER sal ; Fse ¢ municatl s had be 
laid ho Tf 8 nsent 

Ty | .} | \ 1 h l ! ‘ hy n } end } 

The SP AKER satd that ” 1 let us 
pend the ru " t purpose, tno quorum had voted on 
that motion; and, subsequently, the communications had beer 
laid before the House by general consent 

Mr. STANLY hoped the House would dispose of t mat 
ters. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, who was entitled to the floor on the 
apportionment bill, expr edli:mse!f willing to waive | res 
ent right tothe floor for the purnpoce of pose of f f 
t of printing these reports and documents Andif n her 

nileman made a tion for cha! purpose, he would 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thought House ild dispose of the 
messige and docume 

The SPEAKE aid the question was not debatable; and 
there wus a motion pe ling to 20 Into committee 

Mr. EVGRETE iid it was extremely tha is 
bil iOuid De dis} sed ol sore | iS¢ ’ Thu 
! ¥ 

tr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nay the motion to co 
into committee, Which wee refused, 

APPORTIONMENT BILI 

The motion of Mr. Evererr having been agreed to, the 
LJonsce resolved itself into Committe f the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. AtteN, of Maine, in the Chatr,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill for the > apportionment of 
R presenfallves among the several States, according to the 
sixth census 

When the committee rose on Thursday last, the state ef the 
question was as follows 

Mr. HAnstep. from the Committee of Elections, had moved 
toamend the bill by add the f& Wing as section 2 

Lud be irther enacted, That each State sh be divided 





by the Les gislature thereof, in'o as many districts 
if contigueus territory 




















, composeu 
as shall be « qual tothe number oi Rey 


resentatives to whl d State may be entitled in the House of 
Represe ives of Yongress of the United Sites, and that 
eachof the said districts shail elect one Kepres tive 

To which amendment AMPDELL, Of South Carclina, had 
noved the following a dimes 

tin every case where a State ts entitled to n an one 

Re tative, the number to which each Srate een 
ted un lis apportion itshal! be elected by icts com- 
posed of contiguous lerr Tv, eq in numberto the nuniber of 
Represent to which said State may be entiiled; no one dis 
trict eleeting more than one Rey 





Which caid amendment Mr 





on behalf of the 


Committee of Elections, (as t! rstood.) accepted 
a3 a modificatiom of the amendment 1 from that com- 


mittee 
Mr. Coteuitr had then meved to amend the amendment 
excepting from the operation th: reof the State of Georgia. 
And the question pending was on the amendment to 
amendment 


by 


the 








en ———. 











Mr. WM 


tion Ccontetned ama the 











COST JOLLNSON was in favor of the proposi- 


ane nel proposed by tre gentieman 
trom New Jersey, {Mr. HALsTsp,] but could not give his con- 
tto vote ior it under its present form. He believed that 
ress h { a mple power to pass such a law, and 
} 1e should vote against the 

i ‘ sedto gointo ali the mmenta- 
ries and mates ha to e adoption of the Federal Consti- 
Madison, or re- 

View the arguments git \ State conventions. He 
ude t power dele- 

power Was full, 
ution, to language 
ie Constitu- 









1U4 u a 


It i been argued by several gentlemen that thi 


his was a dor- 
i ® fit elt Was lnvoked to be exer- 
i ii examined and found that, year 
indtume afier Gmie, propositions had been made, in 

y the oth In reration 0 this Very subject-mat- 


Aboutthe year ISiL or 





the single 
district system should be adopted by allthe Suues. The power 
nt the dics tO adopt the general tick system Was a more 

jonable power, Tt coutiteted more with the general spirit 





ia@inly Of persons ene. 


titled vote for Repre alives on this floor; thus indivating 
io t ! ter 
Phe questi 1 power Was clear, and be regarded that Con- 
Pres as to jude ely he question of expediency. All 
the t ic} es} t! eral Government pos- 
and pos ed by tl ine article, relating tothe times, 
nlaces, and o er of holding elections. Congress had the 
power over thissulyect. | ws Were Supreme over all sub- 
jec!-maiters on hut Jegistated; they overrode laws of 
; e action of 
The powers 
were reserved to 
e within their sphere 
of acti ithe General Gover ent Was; and thus, when each 
confi iself to f imate cut es, the sys’em ot this Govern- 
, t ons] x us it a ii Was the most Complex im the 
woild—move mu harmony and perfect concord, 





AOL Lie svtedto Congress by the Constitution 





i, ; passed a law 
at Mt would Cause trepi- 
empire. He considered 
Wau fancies 

Out i tof principle, and on the ground of policy, he 
wou ria tall, she sat te up, to establish the general 
batnict 3} ; He was very free to confess that, representing 
| prefer to 
fe beleved that the souchern ine 
tein, because, On 
‘s of the South 
i J in protection of 
heir own rights guarantied them by the Constitution, aad 
es Of opinion in the Northand 


I 


the vindication of its 





ashe dchla pec vt ! | the country, he shou 





West, and those y ull Nill 12 POUL In 


thought the 
Hi noyv pending. The 
nat t they adopted the amendment in committee, and the 
rt tot hey had arrayed against it eve- 

th est ratio of representation, and 
{. Ile was friendly to 

House the present ratie was 
‘ried. He was in favor of 
the general dis. 
to vote against the bill. 
is, the bill would be deteated. It 
n this account it he had desired the gentleman from 
: | id as the ¢ 
, to have 











commutes 
reported a 
might have stood un- 
on is ownme its. Head- 
q tions were kindred, but on this ground he 





bill for this 


clogged with other prepositi 





Oue other reason against the amendment was, that he had al- 





ways be l lyvocate foi ition. He was adverse 
pute LeZISiAll oOo mix! 0 many ques 10ne on 

e thing 
itl was reported for the single district system, he should 
vote for it. Ind heught proper to designate a time for 
holding elections, wo , With reat cheer ulness, vote that 
elections should be held on the same lay all over Union, 
unless hi hought it would deteat tae district system. He 


{to the reasons whi would Induce him to vote 
members 
i > United State It would prevent fr. 
people wou d go to those clections on the same d 
man being engaged at his owa place, the re wou 
facility of voters moving abvut at the biddi 
the bribe of money. 
Mr. POPE denied tlhe 
fere at all on the 
distvict system, unless it bee 
st ates, TI » gel eral Chara 


views of the framere of the Cons 


@ day for electic 0 of Congress 


ds; all the 
and each 
not be the 
ig of politic:ans and 









y of this Government to inter- 
general ticket.or the general 
ne necessary by the action of the 

this Government and the 
tution were, that so much 
is Was necessary for accomplish- 





juesti i the 
















ing t stitullon; and that no power 
whic he interfered with, unless it 
was net ry at ris purpos 

He w ask { m New York [Mr. BARNARD] 
if he ha stood him aright to say that they bad a right to 


require the Sia‘es to exercise thelr powers In a manner agree- 
able to Congress? Didi the gentleman maintain that doctrine? 


(Mr BARNARD (in | sseat.) Certainly I do.] 














Mr. POPE continued, and 3 ‘rred to the clause in the Con. 
stitution providing for 1e riionment of Rey resentatives, 
calling partieniar attentio that part providing that “until 

ich enumeration sha e nade. the State of New Hampshire 
sha | be entitled to chose ‘ & To choose how? ‘asked 


Mr. P. They were entitled to choose just in what manner they 
pleased, as they had done under the Confederation. 

Mr. BARN ARD desired the floor for explanation; and (Mr. 
P. yielding for that ;-urpose) he said, in regard to thia matter of 
satisfaction the Gove —- had a right to demand of the 
States, his idea was, as he had sia‘ed in his remarks, that this 
Government had a right to demand thate elections should be con. 
ducted in a manner to produce uniformity and not inequality 




















fem 

















be satisfactory tn this respect 


Mr. POPE (ait 


atl j ine Wava ‘ } Co ley 





dis retio irTy POW 


Mr. P. read from G Hani 


taken of th i ti ! ‘ : 

neveitoa i ver ‘ ss = itt 
withoul 4 striking v t i 

solidation 
previous to the ¢ i i 
c yostitutlo Ll the = ld ’ he G Gray 
ernment might act on it, J Sta had ed, where e 
woul K lid ¢ re rl ‘ wer i t r the 
States to rever 

The power é ' I from Mary } 
(Mr. W.C Jou va I 
It wasn . \ 1 G G t it Lo i 
se}i, but to s Wiest 

Mr. WM. COSI 
that Co "re t Ww t tv W | Silat n 
be represent v ricts t 
was @ 6 vestion 1 y 1 Cong 
6xamine wv { 
Info th t ) w! i f G 
should parcel oi v r ? 2 
or not i 
that the States s} vdopt ul i 
would i ea ed it s 
it, they ¥ 
no Stace w rt t i | ! ply b 
Congress had designated sin listr! ystem, andshe w 
Opposed to it, 

Mr. POPE said if they nndertook ect the States ast 
the districts ey hada right to direc 1 tothe manner 
of the d ricis A ay 
here in favor ii rt ra I ay ! V 
that mit , av en used 1 nve { { 
and ad 1 2 Constiiu b ey I 
by} 






diversified, they hardly ever w inany tf r 
popu a vol ; i ae We ret ny 
ticke ysten if errors a y 
by the Srates i ‘ W t » ppo 
interierea 
treme 
Mr. PENDLETON said 4 unan! yw iad cha 
acterized the « vo \ whi 
tle Fula li ey tha ; t V i 
part io it 
tem; but ere was a diver 
the Genet Go me v e dist ‘ t 
expediency I rporau he a i 4 a te 
power inio this bill 
Th ( nan from Kentucky {[Mr. Pops) ¥ mind ar 
rayed on ihe side of tt who admitted the power ol ¢ 
to adopt 
ment was 





of the Cx titution, from whi 1 power professe » Le 
rived, on ul eg hitlerenc ) veo heim Y 0 } tery 
* sha and “*may”’a ere 1 i Phe watt vi P 
coutendes) ld not be ma yin boll st Ik wou 
make the authorily conta in ihe States peifectly tory 
by makin bligatory ie States first to ex e the pow 


ol rescrions 3 tie Ines, Ce Auer 


b 
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by law By what law a emen seid by the law of the 
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say it was one of the inhere a rs of the Sra Groveri- 
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The at 
co-extl¢ 
the authority of ¢ States was primary, and thatof Congress 
ultimate. The State authorities might, 
make legisiation; and what regulatior ey made Congress 
might alter. If the Sates refused to act, Cons make 
the regulations itself. Congress, he admitted, should never in 
terfere without a sufficient reason. He was amazed that there 
should be any difference of opinion as to the power of Congress 
to adopt the amendment. There might be a question as to its 
expediency. 
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1] “- P. said @ few words as he ground taken by the gentle 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Pope.] whom he characterized as 
} it man assuming the posinons he had done; but remind 
j } to be fearless of danger was no proof ihat danger 
i lid not exist; but. on the contrary. wa ften itself the most 
| fruitful source of danger ifety was one ng, security ar 
her. Mr. P. expressed the earnest resolution with which he 
| clungtoa union of the States, and his proportional dread of 
| whatever threatened it. He was willing to take all the « unpro 
| I fthe € titution: One of which was, that minorities as 
{ majo es i be represented in the Legislature “a 
{| } there should always a voice of remonstrance be heard, and 
| t! rcont tiven on every great question al d Important ar 
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ad the I flect of the amendment would be to do this: and 


ground as well as others, to give his 








e was prepared, ont 
vote in its favor 

Mr EVERETT (though, ae usnal, but imperfectly heard at 
the reporter’s seat) was understood to say that there had been 
atime when heshould have been very anxious to reply to the 
argument of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. CoLaurrt;) but 
that time had gone by. The amendment was proposed simply 
as providing a rule of uniformity on the subject of elections. 
The rule wasa fair one; and it executed itself, because, if any 


- 








State did not conform itself to the rule, it would lose its repre- 


i Congress. As to the question of power, 


rtf0n On ti 





Mr. FE. was conte rely on argument of the gentleman 
from New Youk, (“iro BARNARD.) h established these two 
points: first, that whatever power the States had in this matter, 


hey from the Constitution: and, second, that whatever 
! ; for it possessed the 
wht to supersede and ride over the legislation of the States in 


ard to it; and he agreed with that gentleman as to the ques- 





tt hat the yu cal administrauion of this Govern- 
entever It inddever mtu continue to be, in the hands 
i pat i iestion then recurred, was this rule 





nly, as proposed in the amendment, a good rule? 
} rict system wasa proper mode of 
man had pretended that 
SY ished as a general 
rule. The rule, if made general, must go to array States 
; . iinst section of the Union, and was 
pregnant with the most threatening dangers. He considered 
i iai to the peace and well-being of the 
Union. What was, in fact, our safety now? Only this: 
iat the Siates were co diviced in epinion, that the portions 
t her, and neutralized each other’s 





7 t he 
ought to be es 





‘onfessedly good in itself, the next question 
existed any necessity for its adopuen. It 
f the large States to have the system: it was 
the interest of the smaller States not to have it, provided they 
could have any security that the large States would adopt it. 
It had been pronounced an odious rule; and the advocates of 
the amendment had been charged with auempting te introduce 
ean odious and oppressive regulation. Did they for- 
which already prevailed in nineteen out 
if the twenty-six States of the Union? Seven States elected by 
ral ticket: and their united votes were thirty-one; while 








vet that it was ther 








these of the nineteen other S:aies were two hundred and eleven. 
Now, on any political question, how did they etand? In these 
seven States, the vote told as thiry-one. But how was it in the 
four large States of New York, Ohto, Pennsylvania, and Vir- 
giniat New Yor Wii forty votes, teld but as two: Ohio, 
with nineteen votes, told but as five: while Pennsylvania, with 








twenty otes, and Virginia, with twenty-one, told but as 
twoeach. Ilere, then, four States, whose votes, if by general 
ticket, would count as one hi dand eight, in consequence 
of the district told but as sven. The general 








em Was adopted by me smaller States, be- 
i! power over the larger: and why 
had n ates, then, countervailed this measure, by 
doing the sam Partly from the influence of moral principle 
and a regard to the genera! goed, and partly on considerations 
of convenience. The wea, however, had been broached, and 


ticket 8} 
cause It gave them polit 


e larger St 


it was possible it might ere long be adopted; and if it was, the 
smaller States must be swallowed up; in which case, the Union 
could not be expected long to ure. 
Mr. E. had been muei: strt nd not a little surprised, at 
he stren yppesidion minal di towaid the amendment 
m States maniesily interestedin having it adopted. Among 


he most surprisi 1 these phenomena was the opposition of 


his friend from Maine, [Mr. Crirrorp;] but the riddle was 

ved in a moment on learning, as he had since done, that the 
tislauure of Maine had passed a law declaring thatif such a 
nuiber should be adopted as would preserve to Maine exactly 
eight Congressional districts, the district system should prevail; 
butif either rere or less were required, then the general ticket 


should be resorted to, 


“Mr. CLIFFORD said 














as reference had been made to the re- 
cent action ef the Legislature ot Maine upon this subject, he 
Wished to say a word inevplanation. He entertained no doubt 
h he people of that State preferred Congressional districts 

tick d that the future action of the 











State wot tin the statement, as its ast action had 
already d e that arecent act of inat State pro- 
vided for elght members by districts, and, in 


y Congress, it provided for a 
‘ } ‘This was a temporary 
provision, adopted from the necessity of the case, to avoid the 
expense of an extra session, in consequence of the neglect of 
Congress to fix the r lay, as It might well have 
fone before the usual ume of the adjournment of the Maine 
Legislature. This was not done, although he urg®é this consid 
eration upon the House when the bill was reported. The Legis- 
ature of that Sta‘e sre, had no alternative but to act in 
the mannex they did, or to let the whole subject pass over. 
They very properly, as it seemed to him, adopted the former 

however, say that, if rumor could be relied 
on, there Was some reason to believe that the Governor of that 
State would deem it advisable to convene the Legislature at an 
early day, for another purpose, for reasons which have been 
communicated to him within a few days last past; and if such 
should be the case, he had very litue doubt but that all parties 
would concur in the propriety of varying the Congressional 

tsto accord with the new ratio. 

Mr. EVERETT satu he was very glad to hear what the gen- 
tleman stated; and as it appeared that Maine went so strongly 
for the district system, he hoped to have the gentleman’s vote 
for the amendmient 

Mr. CLIFFORD. Never 

Mr. HALSTED rose to address the committee; but findin 
that Mr. Ferrs h&d done the same, he offered.to yield the 
floor. It was finally arranged that Mr. H. should proceed. 

He then entered on a general speech in defence of the amend 
ment he had, by direction of the Committee of Elections, pro- 
posed for adoption, and in reply to the objections by which it 
hed in various quarters been assailed. He arranged his remarks 
so as to apply first to the origin of the amendment; secondly, 
tothe motives which had induced the committee to report it to 
the Ilouse; and then to the objections urged againstit. The 
amendment had originated from a resolution introduced by Mr 
CAMPEELL, Of South Carolina, on the 14th of March, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

“Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for uni- 
formity in elecuions for Representatives to Congress, by the 
establishment of the district system throughout the United 
States.” 

He disclaimed all influence of party considerations in bring: 
ing this measure into the House; it was no party move; none 
would charge it assuch on the original mover; and the impar- 
tia! and disinterested course thus far of the Committee of Elec- 
tions forbade that such aa imputation shoul! be cast upon them. 
The chiet objections to the amendment came from gentlemen 
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